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NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (2019-nCoV) 

 

The Ministry of Health wishes to advise the public of the occurrence of a newly discovered 

novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) which has been associated with an outbreak of pneumonia 

in Wuhan City, capital of Hubei Province in China.  On 31st December 2019, the China 

Country Office of the World Health Organization (WHO) was informed of cases of 

pneumonia of unknown cause, detected in Wuhan City. A novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 

was identified as the causative virus by Chinese authorities on 7th January, 2020. 

Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the 

common cold to more severe diseases, such as, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-

CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV). These viruses are zoonotic, 

meaning that they are transmitted between animals and people.   A novel coronavirus 

(nCoV) is a new strain which has not been previously identified in humans.   

Cases have been reported in Wuhan City and provinces outside of Wuhan in China.  Other 

countries including Thailand, Japan, the Republic of Korea and the United States have now 

reported cases.  The latest reports indicate that there have been nearly 500 confirmed 

cases with 17 deaths.  

The Ministry of Health will continue to monitor the occurrence of this novel virus with 

ongoing updates to the public.   

Common signs of infection with this virus include: 

 respiratory symptoms,  

 fever,  

 cough,  

 shortness of breath and  

 breathing difficulties.   

 

In more severe cases, infection can cause:  



 pneumonia,  

 severe acute respiratory syndrome,  

 kidney failure and  

 even death.  

Standard recommendations to prevent the spread of this infection include: 

 regular proper hand washing,  

 covering mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing,  

 thoroughly cooking meat and eggs and  

 avoiding close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such as 
coughing and sneezing. 

The international medical community, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the 

regional Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) are concerned that this new virus can 

result in a pandemic (a worldwide occurrence of the virus) as occurred with SARS and H1N1 

avian influenza.  Should the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) become more efficient at 

human-to-human transmission, the threat of a pandemic will increase dramatically. The 

global nature of travel and trade could increase the likelihood of the risk of rapid 

transmission around the world in a very short period of time. 

Based on currently available information, however, WHO does not recommend any 

restriction of travel or trade.  Today, at the conclusion of the first meeting of the 

International Health Regulations Emergency Committee the decision for declaration as a 

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) was deferred until a second 

meeting scheduled for tomorrow.  At this time, it is expected that additional information 

from WHO experts on the ground in China would be considered. 

Countries are encouraged to continue strengthening their preparedness for health 

emergencies in line with the International Health Regulations (2005).   

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health will continue to utilize the established interim guidelines 

published by the WHO on how countries can prepare for this virus.  This includes how to 

monitor for sick people; test samples; treat patients; control infection in health centres; 

maintain the right supplies; and communicate with the public about this novel coronavirus.   

The Ministry will continue to build on its existing national plans which implemented to 

address viruses, such as, SARS and Influenza H1N1 which occurred in a similar.  Our aim as 

always, is to limit the effect on the population and prevent social disruption as much as 

possible.   
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