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PREFACE

This Socio-Economic Report was prepared in order to provide, in one
source, a comprehensive overview of the socio-economic status of The
Bahamas over the period 2008-2012. The data presented in the report
are derived from surveys and studies conducted by The Department of
Statistics as well as administrative records and information collected
from various government and private agencies.

The report consists of nine sections covering topics such as Government
and Politics, Education and training, Health, Foreign Trade, etc. Each
section consists of a short script followed by the tables. The final page
of the report provides website addresses of agencies from which the
data were collected. Easy access to these websites will assist users of
this report in their quest for current as well as more detailed informa-
tion.

Kelsie Dorsett
June 2014 Director of Statistics
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COUNTRY PROFILE

Full Name: The Commonwealth of The Bahamas

Population: 351,461 (Department of Statistics 2010 Census)

Capital & Largest City: Nassau

Total Land Area: 5,372 miles

Estimated Reef Area: 1,231 sq miles
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CONSTITUTIONAL AND POLITICAL STRUCTURE OF
THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

The Commonwealth of The Bahamas is a Free and Democratic Sovereign
Nation founded on Spiritual Values; belief in the Fundamental Rights and
Freedoms of the individual, the preservation of which is guaranteed by a
national commitment of Self- Discipline, Industry, Loyalty, Unity and an
abiding respect for Christian Values and the Rule of Law.

The Commonwealth of The Bahamas enjoys, under a written Constitution, a
parliamentary system of Government. The Constitution, which is the Su-
preme Law of the Land, provides for a Parliament that consists of the Queen
whose representative is the Governor-General, a nominated Senate, and an
elected House of Assembly.

The Senate consists of sixteen (16) members appointed by the Governor-
General, twelve (12) on the advice of the Prime Minister and four (4) on the
advice of the Leader of the Opposition.

The House of Assembly consists of thirty-eight (38) elected members.
Election to The House of Assembly is by adult suffrage and is conducted by
means of a secret ballot cast at a general election. The party, which at a
general election wins the majority of seats in the House of Assembly, forms
the Government.

The Progressive Liberal Party which won a majority of thirty seats (30) in
the 2012 General Elections forms the Government. The Official Opposition
is now represented by the Free National Movement with a total of eight (8)
seats.

The life of Parliament is limited to five years.

The Cabinet consists of the Prime Minister, and not less than eight (8) other
Ministers appointed by the Governor-General on the advice of the Prime
Minister, from among the Members of both Houses of Parliament. The
Governor-General also appoints the Leader of the Official Opposition.

The Constitution also provides for a Supreme Court and a Court of Appeal.
Appeals from the Court of Appeal are made to the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council.

SOME SIGNIFICANT DATES

1492 - Discovery of The Bahama Islands by Columbus

1629 - Grant to Sir Robert Heath

1670 - Grant to Lords Proprietors

1718 - Arrival of Woodes Rogers– “Expulsis Piratis Restituta Commercia”

1784 - 5 Arrival of Loyalists

1807 - Abolition of Slave Trade

1838 - Slave Emancipation

1891 - The first Telegraph was laid between The Bahamas and Jupiter
Florida

1907 - The first Telecom Station was introduced by the government

1919 - Volstead Act (Prohibition–Bootlegging)

1929 - First Air Link with the Outside World

1929 - First Meeting of the House of Assembly

1942 - Burma Road Riots

1958 - General Strike

1962 - The Progressive Liberal Party declared Official Opposition Party
and Women given the right to Vote

1963 - Constitution Reform

1967 - Majority Government by the Progressive Liberal Party

1973- Independence for The Bahamas

1974- The National Insurance Board introduced

1992 - Free National Movement forms the New Government after 25 years
of Progressive Liberal Party Rule

1996 - Local Government

2002 - Progressive Liberal Party returned as Government

2007 - The Free National Movement returned as Government

2009 - Unemployment Benefit introduced

2012 - The Progressive Liberal Party returned as Government, after 5
years of Free National Movement Rule

2012 - The Paradise Island Bridge renamed The Sir Sydney Poitier
Bridge

2013 - Labour Day renamed Sir Randol Fawkes Day
January 10th named Majority Rule Day
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

History

The recorded history of The Bahamas began with the discovery of the New
World by Christopher Columbus on October 12, 1492. It became a British
Colony during the 18th century and so remained until July 10, 1973, when
Independence was granted.

The Government

The Government of The Bahamas is elected by the people and is responsible
for running the public affairs of the country within the context of the Su-
preme Law of The Bahamas, “The Constitution”.

There are three segments of government, outlined in the constitution:

(a) Parliament: which consist of Her Majesty, whose representative is the
Governor General, a nominated Senate and an elected House of Assembly.

(b) The Executive: This segment comprises of the Governor-General and
the Cabinet, under the constitution, The Cabinet of The Bahamas consists of
a Prime Minister and not less than eight Ministers from among members of
both houses of Parliament. Ministers are appointed by the Governor-
General on the advice of the Prime Minister. The Leader of the official
opposition is also appointed by the Governor-General.

(c) The Judiciary: The third segment of the government is the Judiciary,
which is responsible for the law.

The Progressive Liberal Party governed The Bahamas for more than a quar-
ter of a Century, having won successive general elections in 1967, 1972,
1997 and 1982 under the leadership of the Prime Minister The Rt. Hon. Sir
Lynden Oscar Pindling who died August 26th 2000. The Free National
Movement won the election in 1992 under the leadership of Prime Minister
Hubert A. Ingraham and won again in 1997.

Successive governing parties:

May 2007 –The Right Hon. Hubert A. Ingraham, Prime Minister and
Leader of the Free National Movement.

May 2012–The Right Hon. Perry G. Christie, Prime Minister and Leader of
the Progressive Liberal Party.
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NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTERS
BY AGE AND SEX, ALL BAHAMAS: 2012

TABLE 1.2

AGE TOTAL MALE FEMALE PERCENT

TOTAL 172,128 76,777 95,351 100

18 - 25 28,998 13,120 15,878 16.9

26 - 30 17,743 7,647 10,096 10.3

31 - 35 17,188 7,646 9,542 10.0

36 - 40 18,382 8,162 10,220 10.7

41 - 45 19,097 8,634 10,463 11.1

46 - 50 18,864 8,671 10,193 11.0

51 - 55 15,596 7,056 8,540 9.1

56 - 60 11,478 5,194 6,284 6.7

61- 65 8,118 3,635 4,483 4.7

66 - 70 6,355 2,767 3,588 3.7

71 - 75 4,784 2,063 2,721 2.8

76 - 80 3,110 1,276 1,834 1.8

81 - 85 1,523 602 921 0.9

86 - 90 641 225 416 0.4

91 - 95 196 61 135 0.1

96 - 100 46 16 30 0.0

OVER 100 9 2 7 0.0

Source: Parliamentary Registry

NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTERS

BY AGE AND SEX, NEW PROVIDENCE: 2012

TABLE 1.3

AGE TOTAL MALE FEMALE PERCENT

TOTAL 118,141 51,389 66,752 100

18 - 25 20,514 9,072 11,442 17.4

26 - 30 12,747 5,382 7,365 10.8

31 - 35 12,061 5,274 6,787 10.2

36 - 40 12,712 5,571 7,141 10.8

41 - 45 13,055 5,760 7,295 11.1

46 - 50 12,896 5,783 7,113 10.9

51 - 55 10,640 4,686 5,954 9.0

56 - 60 7,666 3,383 4,283 6.5

6 1- 65 5,315 2,284 3,031 4.5

66 - 70 4,010 1,650 2,360 3.4

71 - 75 3,001 1,235 1,766 2.5

76 - 80 2,000 779 1,221 1.7

81 - 85 982 362 620 0.8

86 - 90 390 126 264 0.3

91 - 95 121 37 84 0.1

96 - 100 27 4 23 0.0

OVER 100 4 1 3 0.0

Source: Parliamentary Registry
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NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTERS
BY AGE AND SEX, GRAND BAHAMA: 2012

TABLE 1.4

AGE TOTAL MALE FEMALE PERCENT

TOTAL 26,990 12,019 14,971 100

18 - 25 4,567 2,105 2,462 16.9

26 - 30 2,579 1,097 1,482 9.6

31 - 35 2,576 1,074 1,502 9.5

36 - 40 2,836 1,192 1,644 10.5

41 - 45 3,090 1,363 1,727 11.5

46 - 50 2,928 1,335 1,593 10.9

51 - 55 2,568 1,133 1,435 9.5

56 - 60 1,973 902 1,071 7.3

6 1- 65 1,419 684 735 5.3

66 - 70 1,080 511 569 4.0

71 - 75 757 347 410 2.8

76 - 80 377 171 206 1.4

81 - 85 159 78 81 0.6

86 - 90 52 16 36 0.2

91 - 95 18 5 13 0.1

96 - 100 10 6 4 0.0

OVER 100 1 1 0.0

Source: Parliamentary Registry

NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTERS
BY AGE AND SEX, FAMILY ISLANDS: 2012

TABLE 1.5

AGE TOTAL MALE FEMALE PERCENT

TOTAL 26,997 13,369 13,628 100

18 - 25 3,917 1,943 1,974 14.5

26 - 30 2,417 1,168 1,249 9.0

31 - 35 2,551 1,298 1,253 9.5

36 - 40 2,834 1,399 1,435 10.5

41 - 45 2,952 1,511 1,441 10.9

46 - 50 3,040 1,553 1,487 11.3

51 - 55 2,388 1,237 1,151 8.9

56 - 60 1,839 909 930 6.8

6 1- 65 1,384 667 717 5.1

66 - 70 1,265 606 659 4.7

71 - 75 1,026 481 545 3.8

76 - 80 733 326 407 2.7

81 - 85 382 162 220 1.4

86 - 90 199 83 116 0.7

91 - 95 57 19 38 0.2

96 - 100 9 6 3 0.0

OVER 100 4 1 3 0.0

Source: Parliamentary Registry
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NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTERS BY SEX,
ISLAND AND CONSTITUENCY, NEW PROVIDENCE: 2012

TABLE 1.6

ISLAND AND
CONSTITUENCY TOTAL MALE FEMALE

TOTAL 118,141 51,389 66,752
Bain & Grant's
Town 5,961 2,821 3,140

Bamboo Town 5,534 2,343 3,191

Carmichael 5,274 2,230 3,044

Centerville 5,630 2,603 3,027

Elizabeth 4,750 2,046 2,704

Englerston 5,670 2,528 3,142

Fort Charlotte 5,152 2,362 2,790

Fox Hill 4,848 2,119 2,729

Garden Hills 4,973 2,140 2,833

Golden Gates 5,372 2,332 3,040

Golden Isles 5,036 2,209 2,827

Killarney 5,031 2,216 2,815

Marathon 4,860 2,092 2,768

Montagu 5,285 2,375 2,910

Mount Moriah 5,198 2,184 3,014

Nassau Village 5,291 2,236 3,055

Pinewood 4,928 2,071 2,857

Saint Anne's 4,805 2,126 2,679

Sea Breeze 5,014 2,138 2,876

South Beach 4,938 2,051 2,887

Southern Shores 4,778 2,045 2,733

Tall Pines 4,875 1,997 2,878

Yamacraw 4,938 2,125 2,813

Source: Parliamentary Registry

NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTERS BY SEX,
ISLAND AND CONSTITUENCY, FAMILY ISLANDS: 2012

TABLE 1.7
ISLAND AND
CONSTITUENCY TOTAL MALE FEMALE

TOTAL 54,211 25,613 28,598

Grand Bahama

Central Grand Bahama 5,647 2,517 3,130

East Grand Bahama 5,142 2,289 2,853

Marco City 5,565 2,319 3,246

Pineridge 5,057 2,217 2,840
West Grand Bahama
and Bimini 5,803 2,902 2,901

Abaco

Central and South Abaco 3,181 1,613 1,568

North Abaco 4,438 2,146 2,292

Andros and The
Berry Islands
Mangrove Cay and
South Andros 2,315 1,161 1,154
North Andros and The
Berry Islands 2,614 1,296 1,318

Cat Island, Rum Cay and
San Salvador 1,588 816 772

Eleuthera

Central and South Eleuthera 2,951 1,384 1,567
North Eleuthera 3,753 1,810 1,943

The Exumas and
Ragged Island 2,934 1,523 1,411

Long Island 1,849 906 943
Mayaguana, Inagua and
Acklins 1,374 714 660

Source: Parliamentary Registry
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TOTAL REGISTERED VOTERS BY ISLAND, CONSTITUENCY
AND NUMBER OF PERSONS VOTED, NEW PROVIDENCE: 2012

TABLE 1.8

ISLAND AND
CONSTITUENCY

TOTAL
REGISTERED

VOTERS
NUMBER OF

PERSONS VOTED

TOTAL 118,141 105,923

Bain & Grant's Town 5,961 4,962

Bamboo Town 5,534 4,952

Carmichael 5,274 4,769

Centerville 5,630 4,853

Elizabeth 4,750 4,372

Englerston 5,670 4,806

Fort Charlotte 5,152 4,620

Fox Hill 4,848 4,370

Garden Hills 4,973 4,512

Golden Gates 5,372 4,822

Golden Isles 5,036 4,614

Killarney 5,031 4,598

Marathon 4,860 4,408

Montagu 5,285 4,750

Mount Moriah 5,198 4,746

Nassau Village 5,291 4,692

Pinewood 4,928 4,419

St. Anne's 4,805 4,337

Sea Breeze 5,014 4,556

South Beach 4,938 4,450

Southern Shores 4,778 4,342

Tall Pines 4,875 4,451

Yamacraw 4,938 4,522

Source: Parliamentary Registry

TOTAL REGISTERED VOTERS BY ISLAND, CONSTITUENCY

AND NUMBER OF PERSONS VOTED, FAMILY ISLANDS: 2012

TABLE 1.9

ISLAND AND
CONSTITUENCY

TOTAL
REGISTERED

VOTERS

NUMBER OF
PERSONS

VOTED

TOTAL 53,987 50,005

Grand Bahma

Central Grand Bahama 5,647 5,202
East Grand Bahama 5,142 4,758
Marco City 5,565 5,112
Pineridge 5,057 4,637
West Grand Bahama
and Bimini 5,579 5,191

Abaco

Central and South Abaco 3,181 2,967

North Abaco 4,438 4,130

Andros and The
Berry Islands
Mangrove Cay and
South Andros 2,315 2,037
North Andros and The
Berry Islands 2,614 2,445
Cat Island, Rum Cay and
San Salvador 1,588 1,480

Eleuthera

Central and South Eleuthera 2,951 2,775
North Eleuthera 3,753 3,520

The Exumas and
Ragged Island 2,934 2,697

Long Island 1,849 1,729
Mayaguana, Inagua and
Acklins 1,374 1,325

Source: Parliamentary Registry
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TOTAL REGISTERED VOTERS BY ISLAND, CONSTITUENCY

AND NUMBER OF PERSONS VOTED, FAMILY ISLANDS: 2012

TABLE 1.9

ISLAND AND
CONSTITUENCY

TOTAL
REGISTERED

VOTERS

NUMBER OF
PERSONS

VOTED

TOTAL 53,987 50,005

Grand Bahma

Central Grand Bahama 5,647 5,202
East Grand Bahama 5,142 4,758
Marco City 5,565 5,112
Pineridge 5,057 4,637
West Grand Bahama
and Bimini 5,579 5,191

Abaco

Central and South Abaco 3,181 2,967

North Abaco 4,438 4,130

Andros and The
Berry Islands
Mangrove Cay and
South Andros 2,315 2,037
North Andros and The
Berry Islands 2,614 2,445
Cat Island, Rum Cay and
San Salvador 1,588 1,480

Eleuthera

Central and South Eleuthera 2,951 2,775
North Eleuthera 3,753 3,520

The Exumas and
Ragged Island 2,934 2,697

Long Island 1,849 1,729
Mayaguana, Inagua and
Acklins 1,374 1,325

Source: Parliamentary Registry



13 13

POPULATION

The Bahamas is a chain of 700 islands and approximately 200 cays of which
an estimated 29 islands are inhabited. Based on the 2010 Census of Popula-
tion and Housing there were 351,461 persons, resident in The Bahamas at
the time of the Census. Of the 351,461 persons, 348,884 lived in private
dwellings and 2,577 in non-private dwellings.

In the decade between censuses, many changes took place in the size and
composition of the population. According to the 2010 Census the population
of The Bahamas experienced a population growth of 15.8 percent over the
past decade, 3.2 percentage points lower than that of the previous decade
(1990 - 2000) when the growth was 19.0 percent. This decadal growth is the
lowest since the increase in the 1950’s (the period between 1953 and 1963) 
when the growth was 53.5 percent, the highest ever recorded in the history
of the country. The three most populated Islands (New Providence, Grand
Bahama and Abaco) accounts for 90% of the total population of The Baha-
mas.

Population
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BASIC DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, ALL BAHAMAS: 2008 - 2012

TABLE 2.1

INDICATOR 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Mid-Year Population
('000) 338(*) 342(*) 351(a) 358(p) 362 (p)

Males 167 169 170 175 177

Females 175 178 181 183 185
Population Under 1
Year 6,060 6,150 6,173 6,600 6,660

1- 4 22,950 23,050 24,557 25,390 25,560
5-14 58,900 58,200 63,389 60,430 60,720

15-19 30,300 30,800 31,182 31,190 30,960

20- 44 133,200 133,600 136,025 135,400 136,380

45- 64 67,200 70,100 68,414 76,650 79,460

65 Years and Over 19,700 20,500 21,721 22,110 22,930

Women 15- 49 Years 96,500 97,300 98,775 98,620 99,100
% Population Under
15 Years 26.0 25.5 26.8 25.8 25.6
% Population 15-64
Years 68.2 68.5 67.0 68.0 68.1
% Population 65
Years and Over 5.8 6.0 6.2 6.2 6.3

Male Median Age 29 29 28 29 29

Female Median Age 31 31 30 31 31
Live Births
(occurring during the
year) 5,480 5,348 5,049 5,000 4,865
Crude Live Birth
Rate (1,000 popula-
tion) 16.2 15.6 14.4 14.0 13.4
General Fertility Rate
(GFR) 56.67 57.70 52.41 50.6 N A
Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) 1.995 2.025 1.825 1.798 N A
Gross Reproduction
Rate (GRR) 1.02 1.02 0.89 0.89 N A
Net Reproduction
Rate (NRR) 0.99 0.98 0.86 0.86 N A
Deaths (occurring
during the year) 1,890 2,067 2,056 2,150 N A
Crude Death Rate
(1,000 population) 5.6 6.0 5.8 6.0 N A

BASIC DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, ALL BAHAMAS: 2008 - 2012

TABLE 2.1 CONT'D

INDICATOR 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Infant Deaths 98 113 101 81 N A
Infant Mortality Rate
(1,000 live-births) 17.9 21.1 20.0 16.2 N A

Natural Increase 3,590 3,281 2,993 2,850 N A

Natural Increase Rate 10.6 9.6 8.6 8.0 N A

Still Births 82 74 62 73 N A
Still Birth Rate (1,000
live-births) 15.0 13.8 12.3 14.4 N A

Perinatal Deaths 111 105 75 89 N A
Perinatal Rate (1,000
live-births) 20.3 19.6 14.9 9.8 N A

Neonatal Deaths 55 46 42 49 N A
Neonatal Rate (1,000
live-births) 10.0 8.6 8.3 9.8 N A
Deaths in Children 1-4
Years 15 11 13 N A N A
Age-Specific Death
Rate in Children 1-4
Years

(population 1-4 years ) 0.65 0.48 0.53 N A N A

Maternal Deaths 6 7 5 N A N A
Maternal Death Rate
(10,000 live-births) 10.9 13.0 9.9 N A N A

(a) 2010 Census Population

* Projected Mid-Year Population

P - Provisional Mid-Year Population

N A - Not Available

Source: Census Section, Department of Statistics
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POPULATION BY AGE GROUP AND SEX: 2000 AND 2010 CENSUS

AGE
GROUP

2000 2010

TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE

TOTAL 303,610 147,714 155,896 351,461 170,257 181,204

0 5,774 2,863 2,911 6,173 3,171 3,002

1-4 23,346 11,803 11,543 24,557 12,205 12,352

5-9 31,648 16,014 15,634 31,531 15,704 15,827

10-14 28,561 14,149 14,412 31,858 15,942 15,916

15-19 26,439 13,355 13,084 31,182 15,686 15,496

20-24 24,961 12,258 12,703 26,499 13,140 13,359

25-29 27,110 13,238 13,872 26,446 12,627 13,839

30-34 26,316 12,724 13,592 27,183 13,102 14,081

35-39 26,084 12,559 13,525 29,055 13,935 15,120

40-44 21,173 10,068 11,105 26,238 12,629 13,609

45-49 15,947 7,691 8,256 24,988 12,038 12,950

50-54 12,069 5,805 6,264 19,266 9,025 10,241

55-59 10,218 4,814 5,404 13,728 6,502 7,226

60-64 8,072 3,787 4,285 10,139 4,747 5,392

65-69 5,850 2,677 3,173 8,174 3,702 4,472

70-74 4,101 1,705 2,396 5,889 2,610 3,279

75-79 2,634 1,049 1,585 3,655 1,545 2,110

80-84 1,933 721 1,212 2,209 885 1,324

85-89 920 296 624 1,028 367 661

90+ 454 138 316 674 183 491

Note:- The age not stated population was distributed
among the population 20 years and over.

Source: Census Section, Department of Statistics

TABLE 2.2
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LAND AREA AND POPULATION
DENSITY BY ISLAND: 2010 CENSUS

TABLE 2.4

LAND AREA
SQUARE

MILES
POP. PER
SQ. MILE

All Bahamas 5,372 65.3
New Providence 80 3079

Grand Bahama 530 97

Abaco 649 27
Acklins 192 3

Andros 2,300 3

Berry Islands 12 67

Biminis 11 181
Cat Island 150 10

Crooked Island 84 4

Eleuthera, Harbour Island
and Spanish Wells 200 58

Exuma and Cays 112 62

Inagua 599 2

Long Cay 9 0

Long Island 230 13

Mayaguana 110 3

Ragged Island 14 5

San Salvador and Rum Cay 90 12

Source: Census Section, Department of Statistics

HOUSING: 2000 AND 2010 CENSUS

TABLE 2.5

2000 2010

OCCUPIED
HOUSE-
HOLDS

AVERAGE
HOUSE-

HOLD SIZE

OCCUPIED
HOUSE-
HOLDS

AVERAGE
HOUSE-

HOLD SIZE

All Bahamas 88,107 3.5 102,862 3.4

New Providence 59,807 3.5 70,222 3.5

Grand Bahama 14,016 3.4 15,140 3.4

Abaco 3,980 3.3 5,197 3.3

Acklins 142 3.0 209 2.7

Andros 2,190 3.5 2,373 3.2

Berry Islands 275 2.6 342 2.4

Bimini 570 3.0 751 2.6

Cat Island 575 2.9 608 2.5

Crooked Island 136 2.6 124 2.7

Eleuthera 2,440 3.3 2,718 3.0

Exuma & Cays 1,157 3.1 2,028 3.4

Harbour Island 509 3.2 597 3.0

Inagua 308 3.2 319 2.8

Long Island 975 3.1 1,119 2.8

Mayaguana 99 2.6 107 2.6

Ragged Island 26 2.8 26 2.8

Rum Cay 30 2.7 40 2.5

San Salvador 285 3.4 342 2.7

Spanish Wells 587 2.6 600 2.6

Source: Census Section, Department of Statistics
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HOUSING: 2000 AND 2010 CENSUS

TABLE 2.5
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Source: Census Section, Department of Statistics
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PRIVATE
HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE OF TENURE: 2010 CENSUS

TABLE 2.6

TYPE OF TENURE

PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS

TOTAL PERCENT

All Bahamas 102,758 100.0

Own Fully 37,109 36.1
Own Mortgage 23,434 22.8
Rent 35,844 34.9
Rent Free 5,665 5.5
Lease 444 0.4
Other 262 0.3

Source: Census Section, Department of Statistics
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Education and Training EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Bahamas Education system is comparable to many Western Countries.
The early system of education in The Bahamas was organized and adminis-
tered mainly by religious denominations. Education in the public sector
came into effect with the establishment of a Board of Education, and the
Education Act of 1908.

Education in The Bahamas is compulsory between the ages of 5 and 16. The
Primary level covers pre-school and grades 1-6 after which pupils transfer to
the junior High Level grades 7-9 and Senior High grades 10-12. These lev-
els are fairly distinct in most of the schools in New Providence, with slight
variations mainly in the Family Islands, and some privately operated schools
remain all age schools.

There are several tertiary education institutions in The Bahamas such as The
Princess Margaret Hospital Nursing School and the University of the West
Indies, Center for Hotel and Tourism Management, which offers degrees in
Hotel Management and Tourism. The College of The Bahamas is the Na-
tional tertiary institution, offering associate, bachelor and master degrees.
The College of The Bahamas has three campuses, Nassau, New Providence,
Freeport, Grand Bahama and George Town, Exuma. The College is in the
process of achieving University status.

There are other local colleges and branches of American Universities and
colleges operating in The Bahamas.

The Ministry of Education has responsibility for all educational institutions
in The Commonwealth of The Bahamas.
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ESTIMATES OF KEY EDUCATION INDICATORS : 2008 - 2010

TABLE 3.1

ENROLLMENT RATES (NATIONAL) 2008/2009 2009/2010

Apparent Net Intake (Primary) N/A N/A

Gross Enrollment (Overall) 97.8 96.8

Gross Enrollment (Primary) 102.1 99.6

Gross Enrollment (Secondary) 93.9 94.1

Net Enrollment Rate (Overall) 87.9 86.3

Net Enrollment (Primary) 91.2 88.7

Net Enrollment (Secondary) 84.9 84

Teaching-Learning Process (National)

Student/Teacher Ratio (Overall) 12.7 13.1

Student/Teacher Ratio (Primary) 13 14.4

Student/Teacher Ratio (Secondary) 12.3 12.2

Percentage Trained Teachers 84.8 89.8

Percentage Trained Teachers
with at least a first degree 65.8 75.2

Percentage of Repeating Students (Overall) 2.2 2.3

Percentage of Repeating Students (Primary) 3.1 3.5

Percentage of Repeating Students (Secondary) 1.2 1.2

Financing of Public Education (National)

Public Expenditure on Education as a
Percentage of Public Spending 16.9% 16.1%

Personal Emoluments as a percentage
of the recurrent budget for Education (Public) 78.6% 79.7%

Recurrent expenditure as a percentage of
public expenditure 86% 87%

Public Expenditure on Education as
a Percentage of GDP 3.8% 4.4%

Source: The Bahamas National Education Statistics Digest 2009
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Education Levels and Definitions by Type of School

All-Age Schools: These are institutions that provide formal education for
children between the ages of 5 and 16 (inclusive). In The Bahamas they
include grades 1 through 12 and are typically found in public school districts
located in the Family Islands. However, there are also many private all-age
schools.

Public Schools: These are institutions that are operated and managed by the
Department of Education and fully funded by The Bahamas government.

Private Schools: All privately managed and operated institutions, regard-
less of whether or not they receive financial support from the government.

Preschools: These are institutions that provide formal education for stu-
dents between the ages of 3 and 4 (inclusive). In The Bahamas, this stage of
education is greatly encouraged although not yet mandatory.

Primary Schools: These are institutions that provide education for stu-
dents in grades 1 through 6 which represent the first stage of mandatory
schooling in The Bahamas. They typically accommodate students between
the ages of 5 and 10 (inclusive). Some primary schools have preschool
classes/units attached to them.

Junior High Schools: These are institutions that provide education for
students in grades 7 through 9 which is the intermediate stage in The Baha-
mian education system. They typically accommodate students between the
ages of 11 and 13 (inclusive).

Senior High Schools: These are institutions that provide education for
students in grades 10 through 12 which represents the final stage of manda-
tory schooling in The Bahamian education system. They typically accom-
modate students between the ages of 14 and 16 (inclusive).

Secondary Schools: These are institutions that provide education for stu-
dents in grades 7 through 12 which represents the amalgamation of junior
and senior high levels and accommodate students between the ages of 11
and 16 (inclusive).
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Special Schools: These are institutions that provide education to students
with severe disabilities (physical, emotional or mental). Typically, students
in these schools follow an individualized plan and are not grouped using the
conventional grading system.

Enrollment Rates

Age Specific Enrollment Ratio: Percentage of the population of a specific
age enrolled, irrespective of the level of education.

Apparent Intake Rate: Total number of new entrants in the first grade of
primary education, regardless of age, expressed as a percentage of the popu-
lation at the official primary school-entrance age.
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Health HEALTH

Hospital Services

The public sector operates three hospitals.

The Princess Margaret Hospital

The Princess Margaret Hospital (PMH) provides general acute care and
specialized services. It is a non-profit publicly funded facility built in 1952,
previously named The Bahamas General Hospital and was renamed three
years later to honor the visit of the Queen of England’s sister Princess Mar-
garet to the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. PMH is a comprehensive
Healthcare System, providing primary, secondary, and tertiary health ser-
vices. It is the premier referral centre in the country, acclaimed for its Neo-
natal Intensive Care capacity, and with a level one Trauma Centre. The
institution is continuing to develop its deep history as an Academic / Teach-
ing Hospital with a compliment of 402 beds.

The Rand Memorial Hospital

The Rand Memorial Hospital located in Freeport; Grand Bahama provides
general health care to that community. The Rand together with the commu-
nity health systems form what is known as the Grand Bahama Health Sys-
tem. It was originally opened in 1969 as a private facility and became a
public hospital in 197l.

The Sandilands Rehabilitation Centre

The Sandilands Rehabilitation Centre administers both Psychiatric and
Geriatric services. It comprises two major centers; the Geriatric Hospital
which cares for the elderly and the Sandilands Hospital which cares for the
mentally and physically challenged persons. The Sandilands Hospital was
established in 1956 and presently consists of nine (9) in-patient psychiatric
wards. The Geriatric Hospital was officially opened in 1965 and presently
consists of five (5) in-patient wards. The complex also has three (3) sub-
stance abuse units, Detoxification, Lignum Vitae Unit and the Humblestone
House which were established in the mid 1980’s.
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Community Clinics

Health Care Services are extended across The Bahamas through a network
of community clinics, which for the most part are staffed with a district
medical doctor and nurses. Other specialized services such as dental and
optical are offered periodically.

Private Hospitals

In the private sector, there are Doctors Hospital and the Lyford Cay Hospi-
tal, both located in New Providence.

S
E

L
E

C
TE

D
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

A
N

D
C

O
M

M
U

N
ITY

-
B

A
S

E
D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,N

E
W

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
:

2008
-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.1

P
U

B
L

IC
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

P
rin

cess
M

arg
aret

H
o

sp
ital

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
405

415
402

402
402

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

16,234
15,431

15,404
14,837

14,471
N

um
ber

ofD
ischarges

15,874
15,124

15,031
15,384

14,871
InpatientD

ays/Y
ear

118,948
120,379

119,900
124,065

121,977
A

verage
Length

ofS
tay

(D
ays)

7.2
7.6

7.6
7.7

7.8

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

80.2%
79.5%

81.7%
84.6%

83.1%
N

um
ber

ofInpatientD
eaths

758
754

739
706

670
O

utpatientS
ervices,N

um
ber

ofV
isits:

G
eneralP

ractice
C

linic
28,598

30,027
31,339

25,916
18,742

S
pecialty

C
linics

61,903
59,386

63,144
59,352

57,720
A

ccident&
E

m
ergency

51,746
52,580

51,535
56,086

56,830
T

otalO
utpatientV

isits
142,247

141,993
146,018

141,354
133,292

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



48

S
E

L
E

C
TE

D
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

A
N

D
C

O
M

M
U

N
ITY

-
B

A
S

E
D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,N

E
W

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
:

2008
-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.1

P
U

B
L

IC
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

P
rin

cess
M

arg
aret

H
o

sp
ital

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
405

415
402

402
402

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

16,234
15,431

15,404
14,837

14,471
N

um
ber

ofD
ischarges

15,874
15,124

15,031
15,384

14,871
InpatientD

ays/Y
ear

118,948
120,379

119,900
124,065

121,977
A

verage
Length

ofS
tay

(D
ays)

7.2
7.6

7.6
7.7

7.8

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

80.2%
79.5%

81.7%
84.6%

83.1%
N

um
ber

ofInpatientD
eaths

758
754

739
706

670
O

utpatientS
ervices,N

um
ber

ofV
isits:

G
eneralP

ractice
C

linic
28,598

30,027
31,339

25,916
18,742

S
pecialty

C
linics

61,903
59,386

63,144
59,352

57,720
A

ccident&
E

m
ergency

51,746
52,580

51,535
56,086

56,830
T

otalO
utpatientV

isits
142,247

141,993
146,018

141,354
133,292

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



49 49

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D
H

E
A

L
TH

S
E

R
V

IC
E

S
A

C
TIV

ITIE
S

,G
R

A
N

D
B

A
H

A
M

A
:

2008
-

2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.2

P
U

B
L

IC
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

R
an

d
M

em
o

rialH
o

sp
ital

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
85

85
85

85
85

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

5,350
5,844

5,760
5,339

4,998

N
um

ber
ofD

ischarges
5,184

5,708
5,609

5,174
4,899

InpatientD
ays/Y

ear
16,973

18,384
18,646

17,962
17,487

A
verage

Length
ofS

tay
(D

ays)
3.2

3.2
3.3

3.4
3.5

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

54.7%
59.3%

60.1%
57.9%

56.4%
N

um
ber

ofInpatientD
eaths

90
88

99
132

102

O
utpatientS

ervices,N
um

ber
ofV

isits:

C
asualty

C
linic

(G
P

C
and

A
&

E
)

48,220
55,032

51,177
55,497

52,240

S
pecialty

C
linic

19,976
20,894

20,906
22,445

24,429

To
talO

u
tp

atien
tV

isits
68,196

75,926
72,083

77,942
76,669

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D
H

E
A

L
TH

S
E

R
V

IC
E

S
A

C
TIV

ITIE
S

,N
E

W
P

R
O

V
ID

E
N

C
E

:
2008

-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.3

P
U

B
L

IC
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

S
an

d
ilan

d
s

R
eh

abilitatio
n

C
en

ter

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
377

377
377

377
377

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

1,215
1,297

1,209
1,178

1,134

N
um

ber
ofD

ischarges
1,191

1,277
1,236

1,206
1,114

InpatientD
ays/Y

ear
113,892

112,985
107,268

102,800
105,752

A
verage

Length
ofS

tay
(D

ays)
95.3

88.0
86.6

85.2
94.5

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

88.4%
92.4%

87.7%
88.6%

91.1%

N
um

ber
ofInpatientD

eaths
4

7
3

0
5

O
utpatientS

ervices
(P

M
H

P
sychiatric

S
pecialty

C
linic)

N
um

ber
ofV

isits:
2,520

2,756
2,787

2,779
2,707

O
u

tp
atien

tS
ervices

(C
om

m
u

nity
C

o
u

n
selin

g
an

d
A

ssessm
en

t
C

en
tre)

N
u

m
b

er
o

fV
isits:

21,399
21,419

12,193
21,138

21,233

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



50

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D
H

E
A

L
TH

S
E

R
V

IC
E

S
A

C
TIV

ITIE
S

,N
E

W
P

R
O

V
ID

E
N

C
E

:
2008

-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.3

P
U

B
L

IC
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

S
an

d
ilan

d
s

R
eh

abilitatio
n

C
en

ter

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
377

377
377

377
377

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

1,215
1,297

1,209
1,178

1,134

N
um

ber
ofD

ischarges
1,191

1,277
1,236

1,206
1,114

InpatientD
ays/Y

ear
113,892

112,985
107,268

102,800
105,752

A
verage

Length
ofS

tay
(D

ays)
95.3

88.0
86.6

85.2
94.5

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

88.4%
92.4%

87.7%
88.6%

91.1%

N
um

ber
ofInpatientD

eaths
4

7
3

0
5

O
utpatientS

ervices
(P

M
H

P
sychiatric

S
pecialty

C
linic)

N
um

ber
ofV

isits:
2,520

2,756
2,787

2,779
2,707

O
u

tp
atien

tS
ervices

(C
om

m
u

nity
C

o
u

n
selin

g
an

d
A

ssessm
en

t
C

en
tre)

N
u

m
b

er
o

fV
isits:

21,399
21,419

12,193
21,138

21,233

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



51 51

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,N

E
W

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
:

2008
-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.4

P
U

B
L

IC
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

G
eriatric

H
o

sp
ital

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
128

128
128

128
128

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

45
49

27
33

36

N
um

ber
ofD

ischarges
23

33
37

33
38

InpatientD
ays/Y

ear
36,481

36,175
32,040

27,829
24,558

A
verage

Length
ofS

tay
(D

ays)
829.1

738.3
653.9

713.6
584.7

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

77.9%
77.4%

68.4%
75.5%

66.4%

N
um

ber
ofInpatientD

eaths
21

16
12

6
4

O
u

tp
atien

tS
ervices

(A
n

n
's

To
w

n
G

eriatrics
C

linic)
N

um
b

er
o

f
V

isits:
794

708
734

959
1,053

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,N

E
W

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
:

2008
-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.5

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
C

L
IN

IC
S

(P
U

B
LIC

F
A

C
IL

ITIE
S

)

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

N
ew

P
ro

vid
en

ce

O
utpatientS

ervices:

A
ntenatalC

linic
25,957

24,871
26,330

24,876
24,071

P
ostnatalC

linic
8,857

6,046
6,812

8,262
9,334

C
hild

H
ealth

C
linic

63,559
63,131

61,999
60,020

59,415
S

choolH
ealth

C
linic

35,947
32,914

33,450
48,201

40,575

O
ther

C
linic

S
ervices

93,821
86,299

95,497
95,757

107,876
O

ther
D

om
iciliary

S
ervices

18,482
15,523

16,468
19,531

23,039
To

talO
u

tp
atien

tV
isits

246,623
228,784

240,556
256,647

264,310

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



52

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,N

E
W

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
:

2008
-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.5

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
C

L
IN

IC
S

(P
U

B
LIC

F
A

C
IL

ITIE
S

)

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

N
ew

P
ro

vid
en

ce

O
utpatientS

ervices:

A
ntenatalC

linic
25,957

24,871
26,330

24,876
24,071

P
ostnatalC

linic
8,857

6,046
6,812

8,262
9,334

C
hild

H
ealth

C
linic

63,559
63,131

61,999
60,020

59,415
S

choolH
ealth

C
linic

35,947
32,914

33,450
48,201

40,575

O
ther

C
linic

S
ervices

93,821
86,299

95,497
95,757

107,876
O

ther
D

om
iciliary

S
ervices

18,482
15,523

16,468
19,531

23,039
To

talO
u

tp
atien

tV
isits

246,623
228,784

240,556
256,647

264,310

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



53 53

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,G

R
A

N
D

B
A

H
A

M
A

A
N

D
F

A
M

ILY
IS

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
C

L
IN

IC
S

:
2008

-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.6

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
C

L
IN

IC
S

(P
U

B
LIC

F
A

C
IL

ITIE
S

)

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

G
ran

d
B

ah
am

a
and

F
am

ily
Islan

d
s

O
utpatientS

ervices:

A
ntenatalC

linic
9,245

9,696
9,757

9,136
9,050

P
ostnatalC

linic
5,850

5,426
4,986

8,579
5,600

C
hild

H
ealth

C
linic

37,247
37,733

38,285
36,589

35,967

S
choolH

ealth
C

linic
26,595

29,271
25,797

26,326
26,140

O
ther

C
linic

S
ervices

142,097
142,808

144,110
150,184

148,144

O
ther

D
om

iciliary
S

ervices
28,593

26,133
27,143

26,597
27,279

To
talO

u
tp

atien
tV

isits
249,627

251,067
250,078

257,411
252,180

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,N

E
W

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
:

2008
-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.7

P
R

IV
A

TE
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
72

72
72

72
72

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

4,311
2,978

2,603
3,006

2,801

N
um

ber
ofD

ischarges
3,060

2,906
2,553

2,938
2,735

InpatientD
ays/Y

ear
13,033

13,280
9,992

11,558
10,814

A
verage

Length
ofS

tay
(D

ays)
4.3

4.5
3.9

3.9
4.0

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

49.6%
50.5%

38.0%
44.0%

41.1%

N
um

ber
ofInpatientD

eaths
61

80
47

68
65

O
utpatientS

ervices,N
um

ber
ofV

isits:

A
ccident&

E
m

ergency
10,155

10,362
10,143

10,310
9,612

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



54

S
E

LE
C

TE
D

H
O

S
P

IT
A

L
A

N
D

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
-

B
A

S
E

D

H
E

A
L

TH
S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

A
C

TIV
ITIE

S
,N

E
W

P
R

O
V

ID
E

N
C

E
:

2008
-2012

T
A

B
L

E
4.7

P
R

IV
A

TE
H

O
S

P
IT

A
L

Y
E

A
R

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

N
um

ber
ofB

eds
72

72
72

72
72

N
um

ber
ofA

dm
issions

4,311
2,978

2,603
3,006

2,801

N
um

ber
ofD

ischarges
3,060

2,906
2,553

2,938
2,735

InpatientD
ays/Y

ear
13,033

13,280
9,992

11,558
10,814

A
verage

Length
ofS

tay
(D

ays)
4.3

4.5
3.9

3.9
4.0

P
ercent(%

)O
ccupancy

49.6%
50.5%

38.0%
44.0%

41.1%

N
um

ber
ofInpatientD

eaths
61

80
47

68
65

O
utpatientS

ervices,N
um

ber
ofV

isits:

A
ccident&

E
m

ergency
10,155

10,362
10,143

10,310
9,612

S
o

u
rce:

H
ealth

In
fo

rm
atio

n
an

d
R

esearch
U

n
it,M

in
istry

o
f

H
ealth



55 55

National Insurance NATIONAL INSURANCE

The National Insurance Program was established in 1972 with the signing
into law of the National Insurance Act 1972. The National Insurance Board
(NIB), the organization charged with administering the Social Security
Programme, opened its doors officially in 1974.

Its Primary purpose was and is to provide income- replacement in respect of
sickness, invalidity, maternity, retirement, death, industrial industry/disease
and involuntary loss of income. It also assists with social and infrastructural
development in the country.
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Law and Order LAW AND ORDER

The Legal System

Common Law

Common Law originated and began its development in Feudal England in
the 16th Century. Its growth is attributed to statutes and more particularly to
precedents of previous court decisions and customary practices applied over
the years to actual cases and situations. The House of Assembly plays an
important role in the development of common law by enacting statutes,
which effect change to the prevailing common law on the same point.

Civil Law

Civil Law is used to settle private disputes between individuals and other
private parties. Its origins are the same as those of the Common Law.

Human Rights

This area of the law is covered by the schedule to The Bahamas Independ-
ence Order 1973, and is called “The Constitution”.  Incorporated in its Arti-
cles 15 –27 is the protection of the fundamental rights and freedoms guar-
anteed to each and every person in The Bahamas.

Criminal Law

Criminal Law deals with crimes and their punishment. A crime may be
described as an act against society. The system derives its efficacy from
statutes and decisions rendered in earlier cases. However, the ultimate au-
thority is vested in Parliament to enact laws.

Courts and The Judiciary

Supreme Court

The Supreme Court is the third highest court in the adjudicative hierarchy,
of The Bahamas. The Supreme Court comprises the Chief Justice and not
more than eleven and not less than two (2) justices of the court. The Chief
Justice is appointed by the Governor General on the recommendation of the
Prime Minister after consultation with the leader of the opposition.

Magistrate Court

The Magistrate Court is the lowest court in The Bahamas. This court is the
primary court for many civil and criminal cases. It is presided over by sti-
pendiary and circuit magistrates, including the chief magistrate and two
deputy chief magistrates.
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Industrial Tribunal

The Tribunal has the power to hear and determine trade disputes, register
industrial agreements and determine cases relating to the registration of such
agreements, make orders or awards compensation on complaints before the
tribunal.

The Police Service of The Bahamas

From the early 18th century to the latter part of the 19th century, the devel-
opment of policing in The Bahamas generally followed the pattern of polic-
ing in England. During the first half of this period, men were appointed as
constables to assist the enforcement of government rules and regulations.

The Royal Bahamas Police Force was established in 1840, and is the na-
tional policing service of The Bahamas. The Police Force is currently a
strength of 2,600 trained professional men and women who serve the Baha-
mian people. Police recruits enter the police college in Nassau or Freeport,
for an intense six months training regime. After successful completion of
training “constable” is conferred on the officers and thereafter the officers 
are assigned throughout the archipelago, and begin their careers. Further
training in specialized areas continues after graduation as officers are kept
current in policing tactics, skills and philosophy.
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ADMISSION BY NATIONALITY: 2009 - 2012

TABLE 6.3

NATIONALITY 2009 2010 2011 2012

TOTAL 2,454 2,267 2,532 3,029

American 11 24 18 30

Bahamian 2,243 2,093 2,177 2,614

Bolivian - - 6

Brazilian - - 6 17

Chinese - 7 11 -

Columbian - - 21 31

Cuban 2 - 6 4

Dominican 9 67 132 45

Guyanese 3 - 5 6

Haitian 60 - 56 108

Indian - - 10 13

Jamaican 116 70 85 130

Other 10 6 5 25

Source: Her Majesty's Prison Annual Report
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HER MAJESTY'S PRISON PARTICIPATION
IN TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL COURSES BY INMATES : 2010 - 2012

TABLE 6.4

SUBJECT

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS

2010 2011 2012

Auto Body Repair 9 9 14

Basic Electronics 9 9 8

Remedial Reading 10 11 11

Basic Mathematics 14 10 10

BJC English Language (1) 20 17 16

BJC English Language (2) 20 21 21

BJC Mathematics (1) 14 17 17

BJC Mathematics (2) 14 17 17

Basic Welding 13 16 13

Computer Basic (1) 12 9 12

Computer Basic (2) 7 7 5

Ceramics (1) 15 15 8

Ceramics (2) 16 14 13

Cosmetology 5 5 5

Entrepreneurial Life Skills 12 10 17

Food and Beverage Services 17 16 17

Microsoft and Windows 13 8 8

Microsoft Excel 7 7 7

Remedial Reading 16 25 25

Small Engine Repair 20 - -

Sewing - 6 -

Source: Her Majesty's Prison Annual Reports
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TOURISM

The Bahamas is a stable, developing Nation with an economy heavily de-
pendent on Tourism. It was in 1851 when the government of The Bahamas
passed a Tourism Encouragement Act recognizing the potential of a tourism
industry. Legislation was designed and passed to stimulate the tourism in-
dustry in 1898.

It is believed that approximately 64% of all Bahamians are either directly or
indirectly employed in the Tourism Industry. Tourism allows The Bahamas
to earn foreign exchange, which has many benefits for The Bahamian
people. In 1873 The Bahamas received 500 tourists. Decades later The
Bahamas posted a record total of 5.9 million visitors in 2012.

Tourism
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BANKING AND FINANCE

The Bahamas has emerged as an important financial centre over the past
four decades and as a result this sector has become the second major
industry in the Bahamian Economy.

Financial Services include private and commercial banking, portfolio
management, captive insurance, asset protection, foreign exchange trans-
action, administration, and establishment of trust company formation,
mutual funds, and securities transaction.

The Central Bank of The Bahamas

The Central Bank of The Bahamas was established on 1st June 1974, to
carry out the independent monetary policy and financial sector supervi-
sory functions entrusted upon The Bahamas after political independence
from Great Britain in 1973.

There are currently over 250 banks and trust companies licensed by The
Central Bank of The Bahamas that offer a wide range of financial
services.

The unit of currency is the Bahamian Dollar (B$) which is fixed to the
US dollar at the rate of B$1.00 = US$1.00. Exchange control falls under
the regulation of The Central Bank of The Bahamas.
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FLOW OF CREDIT IN THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM: 2010 - 2012

TABLE 8.4 (B$ Millions)

OUTSTANDING
ABSOLUTE
CHANGES OUTSTANDING

AS AT

2011 2012

AS AT

2010 2012

Destination

Government (Net) 1,413.7 25.5 153.0 1,592.2

Central Bank 261.4 27.8 105.5 394.7

Domestic Banks 1,152.3 (2.3) 47.5 1,197.5

Rest of Public Sector 461.8 (11.6) 13.3 463.5

Central Bank 6.4 (0.4) (0.3) 5.7

Domestic Banks 455.4 (11.2) 13.6 457.8

Private Sector 6,572.7 74.8 (18.2) 6,629.3

Domestic Banks 6,572.7 74.8 (18.2) 6,629.3

Consumer 2,140.9 23.2 (9.1) 2,155.0

Mortgages 2,840.1 40.3 43.2 2,923.6

Other Loans 1,591.7 11.3 (52.3) 1,550.7

Financing Liabilities

(Net of Government) 6,191.0 119.4 (6.7) 6,303.7

Currency 194.5 2.4 19.6 216.5

Total Deposit Liabilities 5,996.5 117.0 (26.3) 6,087.2

Demand Deposits 1,341.0 61.1 139.5 1,541.6

Savings Deposits 1,017.8 49.3 7.3 1,074.4

Fixed Deposits 3,637.7 6.6 (173.1) 3,471.2

International Reserves 860.4 24.4 (74.8) 810.1

*Other Net External
Liabilities (705.8) 101.7 2.3 (601.8)

Capital and Surplus 2,285.4 76.1 178.1 2,539.6

Other (Net) (126.4) (19.3) 195.8 50.0

Source: The Central Bank of The Bahamas

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS SUMMARY: 2010 - 2012

TABLE 8.5

2010 2011 2012

I. Current Account (813.1) (1,089.8) (1,421.6)

i) Merchandise Account (net) (1,888.2) (2,121.3) (2,392.3)

Exports 702.4 833.5 946.3

Imports 2,590.6 2,964.8 3,338.7

of which: Oil 695.8 804.7 931.6

ii) Services (net) 1,312.5 1,313.8 1,220.2

Travel 1,919.2 2,007.8 2,081.1

Other (606.8) (694.0) (860.9)

iii) Income (transfers) (234.8) (236.0) (293.9)

iv) Current Transfers (net) (2.6) (36.2) 44.4

II. Capital and Financial Account 1,141.4 986.4 896.1

i) Capital Account (transfers) (3.6) (5.5) (7.3)

ii) Financial Account 1,144.9 992.0 903.4

of which: Direct Investment 871.9 666.6 371.5

2. Portfolio Investment (25.4) (44.2) (43.2)

3. Other Investment 298.4 396.6 575.1

Central Gov't Long

Term Capital Flow (net) 24.6 70.6 238.7

Other Public Sector Capital 123.7 57.7 19.5

Banks 23.6 (101.4) (2.3)

Other 126.4 342.7 319.2

III. Net Errors and Omissions (283.7) 127.8 450.7

IV. Changes in External Reserves1 (44.5) (24.5) 74.7

Source: The Central Bank of The Bahamas; 1() = increase
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REQUESTS FOR COOPERATION FROM FOREIGN

TABLE 8.8

COUNTRY
NO. OF

REQUESTS COMPLETED OUTSTANDING

Total Requests 30 30 0

Barbados 2 2 0

Brazil 5 5 0

Canada 2 2 0

Cayman Islands 1 1 0

France 1 1 0

Jamaica 1 1 0

Luxembourg 1 1 0

Peru 3 3 0

Singapore 2 2 0

Switzerland 3 3 0

Turks & Caicos Islands 4 4 0

Ukraine 1 1 0

United Kingdom 2 2 0

United States 1 1 0

Source: The Central Bank of The Bahamas

REGULATORY AUTHORITIES: 2012

Uruguay 1 1 0
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FOREIGN TRADE

Foreign Trade statistics for The Bahamas have been published since 1968
and have undergone many revisions in both the format and the methodology
of the compilation of the figures. Initially, trade statistics were compiled
using the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC), but today both
the SITC and the Harmonized System (HS) are used and published.

Data Source

The source documents of the trade statistics are the Customs import and
export declarations/entries submitted by the importers and exporters. These
documents are subject to examination and approval by officials of The Ba-
hamas Customs Department.

Coverage

As recommended by the United Nations International ‘Merchandise Trade 
Statistics Manual’ and to the extent possible, the ‘General Trade System’ is 
used for the recording and compilation of external trade statistics for The
Bahamas. This system covers all types of inward and outward movement of
goods through a country or territory, including movements through ware-
houses and free zones. In essence, it includes all merchandise that either add
or reduce the stock of material resources of a country or territory by entering
(imports) or leaving (exports) the country’s territory. 

Transaction Values

The value of imports are c.i.f., that is the value at the port of importation
including cost, insurance and freight charges and other charges identical to
the delivery at the port of import.

The values of exports are f.o.b.; that is the value of goods including the cost
of transportation and insurance to the border of exporting country.

The values presented are Bahamian dollars and the exchange rates prevail-
ing at the time of importation are used in converting foreign currencies.
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SECTION WEBSITE

Government and Politics www.bahamas.gov.bs/national security

Population and Housing www.statistics.bahamas.gov.bs

Education and Training www.bahamaseducation.com
www.cob.edu.bs

Health www.bahamas.gov.bs/health

National Insurance www.nib-bahamas.com

Law and Order www.royalbahamaspolice.org

Tourism www.tourismbahamas.com

Banking and Finance www.centralbankbahamas.com
www.statistics.bahamas.gov.bs

Foreign Trade www.statistics.bahamas.gov.bs


