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IUU: Global challenge
International tools

 International Law
 RFMO Measures

EU international role

 International cooperation



IUU: Global challenge
Reasons for EU action

• International consolidated tools are not enough

• Environmental and socio-economic impacts on fisheries 
resources, developing countries and on legitimate trade

The EU is the largest importer of fishery
products: it is essential to ensure
traceability in the whole supply chain
– from net to plate – of all fishery
products traded with the EU



• Legal framework

• IUU Regulation (No 1005/2008) 

• Implementing Regulation (No 1010/2009):
• Amended in January 2010 (86/2010), May 2010 (395/2010), March 2011 

(202/2011), November 2011 (1222/2011), April 2013 (336/2013), and 
September 2013 (865/2013)

• EU IUU vessels list:
• Commission Regulations No 468/2010, 724/2011, 1234/2012, 372/2013, 

137/2014, 2015/1296 and 2016/1852

All information, including Regulations, handbook and guidance notes can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing_en

EU IUU Policy

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing/index_en.htm


• Basic principles

• Non-discriminatory instrument 

• Seeks to prevent, deter and eliminate fishery products derived from 
• IUU activities being traded to/from the EU 

• Applies to EU Member States and third countries wanting to trade 
fish with the EU

Scope

• All fishing vessels under any flag in all maritime waters  

• All processed and unprocessed marine fishery products

• Trade to and from the EU
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Main objectives

• Application of international rules,
laws and regulations of states,
including international conservation
and management measures

Operational tool (I)

• Catch Certification Scheme
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Operational tool (II)

Mutual Assistance System

• Cooperative tool: systematic exchange of information
• Cooperation between the European Commission, EU 

Member States, third countries and stakeholders
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Lists of non-cooperating third countries (IV)
The process at a glance
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Lists of non-cooperating third countries (V)
Tangible results in third countries

• Improved governance
• Revised legislation
• Strengthened sanctions
• Cooperation, coordination and mobilisation of different relevant authorities
• Political commitment to the highest level

Strengthened MCS
• Improved vessel monitoring
• Reinforcement of inspections and controls

Improved traceability throughout the supply chain
• Cross-checking and validation of CC data

A new dynamic…
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EU IUU Regulation in the 
broader EU Context

Coherence between all areas of EU fisheries policy

CFP, SFPAs, Control and FAR/SMEF Regulations

Coherence across European Commission

Close coordination at Commission level (e.g.: DEVCO (alignment
with development priorities); EEAS (maritime security strategies),
SANTE, TRADE, etc.)



IUU Challenges – looking forward

Full implementation 2001 FAO IPOA

Implementation of the FAO PSM Agreement

Global Catch Certificate

IMO number

Increased exchange of information

Increased use of new technologies

Improved traceability

Inter-organisational cooperation, e.g.: INTERPOL



Thank you! 

For more information:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing_en


