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NOTE VERBALE

The Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States presents its
compliments to the ACP Embassies and Missions, has the honour to forward to them the
final outcome of the 5% Meeting of the ACP Ministers in Charge of Fisheries and
Aquaculture held in Nassau, The Bahamas, from 18 - 21 September 2017.

- Declaration of the ACP Ministers in charge of Fisheries and Aquaculture
[ACP/84/096/17 Final]; and

- Report of the meeting of ACP Senior of Officials in charge of Fisheries and
Aquaculture [ACP/84/095/17 Rev.1]

The Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to ACP Embassies and Missions, the assurance of its highest
consideration._ (f/ )

Brussels, 16 October 2017

To ACP Embassies and Missions
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5™ MEETING OF ACP MINISTERS IN CHARGE OF FISHERIES
AND AQUACULTURE
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DECLARATION

Towards stustainable fisheries and aquaculture development in the 2030 development context

Preamble

We, the ACP Ministers in Charge of Fisheries and Aquaculture meeting in Nassau,
Bahamas from 20 - 21 September 2017;

Reiterating the important role of fisheries and aquaculture for job creation as well as in
ensuring food and nutrition security, livelihoods, and revenues for ACP States;

Convinced of the great potential to increase the overall confribution of fisheries and
aquaculture to the social and economic development of our countries, and also recognizing
that fish and fishery products continue to be among the most traded food commodities for ACP
countries;

Acknowledging the commitments made by the Heads of State and Government, as
expressed in the adopted United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and, in
particular, the UN Sustainable Development Goal 14 on the conservation and sustainable use
of oceans, seas, and marine resources for sustainable development;

Considering the various national and regional initiatives that advance, to a varying degree,
the implementation of the priorities of the ACP strategic plan of action for fisheries and
aquaculture;

Recognizing the increasing complexity of lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated (1UU) fishing
where illegal operators are systematically linked with other serious criminal activities
including forgery, corruption, fraud, money laundering, drug smuggling and other contraband
activities;

Concerned about the adverse social economic impacts of IUU fishing to ACP states in
particular noting, that annual revenue losses due to [UU fishing alone exceeds $1 billion for
west African states and $140 million for Pacific Island countries. IUU fishing also undermines
the fisheries management efforts, cause overfishing and damages fisheries habitats and
ecosystems with the consequential impacts to the livelihood options, income and the food
and nutrition security of dependent communities;




Concerned about the current and projected adverse effects of climate change, ocean
acidification, warming waters as well as the effects of drainage or frequent water level
fluctuations in lakes and rivers on the sustainability of fisheries stocks and ecosystems, and
also on the food and nutrition security, livelihood, and welfare of fishing and aquaculture
communities;

Recognizing that anthropogenic activities have contributed to the degradation of the oceans,
inland water bodies and related ecosystems through, inter alia, overfishing, pollution, and
climate change,

Especially noting the considerable experience and capacity gained by some ACP States in
relation to the development of the blue economy;

Being cognizant of the important role that smali-scale fisheries play in the socio-economic
development, and food and nutrition security of our countries, and further noting that small-
scale fisheries employ more than 90 percent of the world's capture fishers and fish workers,
about half of whom are women,

Recognizing the significant challenges that continue to constrain the sustainable production
of fisheries and aquaculture and the trade in fisheries-related products; especially high cost of
inputs such as feed, energy and financing which are a significant impediment to the
development of sustainable aquacuiture;

Considering the evolving policy landscape that has a direct influence on the sustainable
fisheries and aquaculture development, such as the historic agreement reached to combat
climate change at the COP 21 and the FAO Port State Measures Agreement;

Noting the information on the current state of play of the ongoing negotiations on fisheries
subsidies rules at the WTO;

Pledge our commitment to increase the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to the social
and economic development of our countries by taking measures, and in patticular:

On the progress of impiementation of the ACP strategic plan of action for fisheries
and aquaculture

Reaffirm the importance of the ACP strategic plan of action for fisheries and aguaculture in
promoting the implementation of coherent actions for the sustainable development of fisheries
and aquaculture. Further stress the need for strengthened partnerships and new funding
opporiunities;




Commit to reinforce South-South and Triangular Cooperation fo catalyse the implementation
of actions that support the sharing of successful experiences and lessons learnt, in view of the
demonstrable progress made by some Member States in advancing the sustainable
management of fisheries and aquaculture development and call upon the ACP Secretariat to
take action in this regard;

On combating and eradicating lllegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing

Commit to enhance actions to discourage and halt illegal fishing activities that undermine and
violate established national, regional, and international fisheries conservation and
management measures. Also call on development partners to support capacity building
initiatives and the transfer of technology to reinforce the effectiveness of the monitoring,
control, surveillance, and enforcement arrangements that deliver on the local needs of ACP
States;

Emphasize the urgent need to update the national legal frameworks to address all aspects
required to prevent, deter, and eliminate IUU fishing, including the alignment of the national
legislative frameworks with obligations stemming from relevant international and regional
agreements, allowing for sufficient flexibility to enhance compliance with binding conservation
anhd management measures;

Encourage actions to strengthen and support the regional cooperation mechanisms of ACP
States to fight IUU fishing, in particular, to enhance the exchange of information and good
practices, joint surveillance programmes, and the implementation of harmonised regional
observer and inspection schemes;

Continue to implement frade measures against |lUU fishing, as may be prescribed at
multilateral levels by various Regional Fisheries Management Organisations and unilaterally
by market States;

Further seek to improve the effectiveness of market-based measures against IUU fishing, by
the adoption and implementation of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation
Schemes;

Therefore commit to establishing a simple, efficient, verifiable traceability system, to counter
the trade in IUU fishery products across the targeted fishery value chains;




On Effective Fisheries Management: Ensuring long-term sustainable use of fisheries
resources

Call on development partners to support our efforts to provide the necessary institutional
capacity building actions to enhance the timely availability of fisheries data, including through
reinforced national data information systems and regional cooperation;

Also call on States to intensify efforts to manage the fishing capacity of the national fleets, in
keeping with the available fishing opportunities, as informed by the available scientific advice;

Encourage States to shift from open access policies and progressively adopt improved
governance of tenure, as called for by the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible
Governance of Land, Fisheries and Forests. In this context, the registration of smail-scale
vessels is a necessary first step, underpinning the implementation of fishing authorisation
mechanisms,

Encourage the design and implementation of long-term management plans for the key
fisheries resources with the aim of, inter alia, maintaining high productivity of the stocks and
for overexploited stocks, taking actions that lead to the restocking of fisheries in the shortest
time possible. For transboundary straddling and migratory stocks shared between States,
management plans should be developed through cooperation between the concerned States.
Furthermore, measures contained in management plans should be implemented as foreseen,
and management plans implemented, subject to regular interim evaluations to verify their
relevance and effectiveness;

Call upon States and development partners to intensify efforts to assess climate change
impacts on fisheries and aquaculture, and develop and implement measures to improve the
resilience and sustainability of infand and marine fish stocks and ecosystems;

Further call upon Member States, to incorporate disaster risk management approaches in
fisheries management plans to avoid loss of life and minimise damage to fishing communities
arising from climate-related hazards, such as hurricanes, floods, and droughts;




Request the ACP Secretariat to be actively involved in relevant forums to contribute to the
solution of the problem of shifting baselines, due to sea level rise, which was not contemplated
in the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), particularly noting the effects of sea
level rise to ACP States’ maritime boundaries and the potential negative consequences to the
size of the fishing zones under national jurisdiction;

Encourage and support initiatives to strengthen governance through stakeholder participation,
accountability, and transparency, to enhance the quality and credibility of decision-making;

On the Blue Economy: Optimising benefits from fisheries and aquaculture

Reiterate that ocean-based economic activities hold the key to sustainable inclusive growth in
many ACP States, and are an integral part of people’s livelihoods, social and cultural welibeing,
particularly Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and low lying coastal states;

Welcome the blue economy approach and stress that the approach must be anchored in both
the enhancement of economic benefits and minimising adverse ecosystem impacts, to ensure
that all economic development activities are environmentally sustainable;

Note the success of Pacific ACP States in asserting the rights of coastal States in shared
fisheries through the Vessel Day Scheme and commend this approach to securing equitable
and sustainable benefits;

Call for a coordinated approach to the development of the blue economy by, inter alia,
encouraging dialogue and coordination through the establishment of relevant cross-sectoral
platforms for dialogue between government agencies, the private sector, civil society, and local
communities;

Encourage the enhancement of technical cooperation initiatives to share experiences and
lessons learnt;

Underscore the urgent need for capacity building and exchanges of experiences among ACP
States and for international development partners to contribute to the transformation of the
ocean economy of ACP States;

Welcome the ACP Blue Growth Initiative for fisheries and aquaculture and shall actively
pursue innovative financing mechanisms that can be mobilised to support the development of
the Blue Economy, which reinforces sustainable development;




On Small Scale Fisheries: Securing Access to Resources and Markets

Undertake to deepen our efforts to develop policies, taking into consideration good practices
promoted by the FAO SSF Guidelines. Interventions may include legal and policy actions to
enhance access by small-scale fisheries to resources, implementation of co-management
initiatives, and the implementation of coastal zone and inland water management plans to
prevent habitat destruction of fishing areas;

Encourage the implementation of co-management mechanisms of fisheries resources, in
partnership with fishing communities, which may involve the transfer of some State
management responsibilities and duties. Further, call for support to the fishing communities
engaged in co-management with the necessary human and financial resources, in accordance
with our particular conditions and capabilities;

Encourage partnerships to support investment, including for infrastructure development, to
facilitate the growth of the smali-scale fisheries sub-sector, while improving working conditions
by, inter alia, enhancing value addition and reducing post-harvest loss;

Call for enhanced capacity building actions for the value chain actors and infrastructure
development to ensure compliance of small-scale fishery products with the food safety
standards of the major world markets,

On Fisheries Subsidies

Reiterate our great concern for the current state of capture fisheries, recognising that at least
one third of the assessed fish stocks are deemed to be in an overfished condition as indicated
by the FAQ 2016 State of the World Fisheries and Aquaculture report;

Acknowledge that weak governance, including misdirected subsidies to the fishing sector, are
among the factors that have contributed to the build-up of excessive fishing capacity, which
have compromised the fish stocks’ natural regenerative capacity to provide high yields over
the long term, with the consequent risk to food security and the livelihoods of many dependent
countries;




Support the efforts of the ACP Group toward constructive engagement in discussions fo
advance and secure ACP interests and concerns in any ocutcome on fisheries subsidies rules
at the WTO. In this regard, we stress that any acceptable outcome must preserve the policy
space and flexibility for ACP States to develop their fledgling and growing fishing sectors, and
respond to the concerns expressed for their small scale, artisanal and subsistence fisher folk;

On aquaculture development

Highlight that aquaculture, being one of the fastest growing food production sectors glebally,
could fill the supply deficit resulting from the decline in capture fisheries production and
population increase. While global aquaculture production reached 106 million tonnes - 76.6
million tonnes of aquatic animals and 29.4 million tonnes of aquatic plants - growing at an
average annual rate of 6.6 percent since 1995, we note with concern that the contribution of
ACP countries to global production remains very low;

Reinforce our commitment to working together among ourselves and with international
partners to reduce the cost of key inputs to improve the competitiveness and profitability of
aquaculture in ACP States;

Reiterate our commitment towards strengthening aquaculture production in our countries,
including large and small-scale operations by, inter alia, providing an enabling policy
environment, and strengthening aquaculture production systems, including improved feed,
seed, and advisory delivery systems, and providing support to private sector investments in
aguaculture businesses;

Emphasise that mutually beneficial South-South and Triangular Cooperation must be
strengthened to catalyse aquaculture and fisheries development, and therefore call for
enhanced partnerships, especially towards implementing initiatives that promote technology
transfer and other successful aquaculture practices for the benefit of our countries;

Encourage particularly research and development initiatives to develop cost effective quality
feeds made from affordable local ingredients, in view of the high cost of imported feeds for
aquaculture;

Encourage also the design and implementation of long-term management plans for
sustainable aquaculture development based on the precautionary and ecosystem approaches
to aguaculture;




Invite ACP States, in collaboration with regional entities and international partners, to support
the development of sustainable disaster risk management solutions, in view of the impacts of
the frequent climate change-related weather events on aquaculture enterprises;

Invite the ACP Secretariat to develop a mechanism to assist States in sourcing and
transferring high guality disease-free brood stock to improve agquaculture seeds in ACP States.

CONCLUSIONS

Continue to fulfil our past commitments to ensure the sustainable development of fisheries
and aquaculture through the implementation of the ACP Strategic Plan of Action for Fisheries
and Aquaculture, noting its relevance in furthering the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, Goal 14,

Emphasise the urgent need to intensify efforts to mobilise financial resources, accelerate
technology transfer, and build human and institutional capacity for the sustainable
development of aquaculture, the conservation, management and sustainable development of
fisheries, combatting tUU fishing, securing sustainable small-scale fisheries and realising the
blue growth of ACP States, and call on development partners and the ACP Secretariat to give
priority attention to this matter,

Endorse the ACP Blue Growth Initiative, which can significantly catalyse the development of
the blue economy for the benefit of ACP Member States, and therefore request the ACP
Secretary-General to engage with other development partners to ensure the implementation
of tangible actions in our countries;

Also endorse the offer by the Government of Samoa to host the 6" meeting of ACP Ministers
in charge of fisheries and aquaculture scheduled to be held in 2019.
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introduction

1.

The ACP Senior Officials in charge of fisheries and aquaculture met on 18 - 19
September 2017 in Nassau, Bahamas to prepare for the 5" meeting of ACP Ministers
in charge of Fisheries and Aquacuiture.

The meeting was opened by Mrs. Phedra Rahming, the Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources of the Commonweaith of the Bahamas.
Other speakers during the opening session included H.E. Dr Kaire Munionganda
Mbuende, the Chairperson of the ACP Working Group on Fisheries and also Mr.
Viwanou Gnassounou, the ACP Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the
Department of Sustainable Economic Development and Trade who invited the Acting
Director of Marine Resources of the Government of the Bahamas, Mr. Edison
Deleveaux, to chair the meeting.

The meeting was attended by representatives from 55 ACP States, representatives
from regional organisations as well as invited international partners. Delegates
expressed their appreciation to the ACP Secretariat for organizing the meeting and to
the Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas for the warm welcome
extended and excellent facilities provided to them. The meeting also observed a
minute of silence in recognition of the extreme hardships caused to the people of the
Caribbean affected by the recent hurricanes. The list of participants is attached to this
report.

The following issues were discussed by the participants:

I. Stocktaking the implementation of the ACP strategic plan of action for fisheries
and aquaculture

II.  ACP Aquaculture development
Itl. Fight against IUU fishing
I\VV. Effective management of ACP fisheries
V. Blue economy: maximising benefits from fisheries and aquacuiture
VI. Smali-scale fisheries: securing access to resources and markets

\'

|. The way ahead for fisheries subsidies reforms




Implementation of the ACP strategic plan of action for fisheries and aquaculture

The ACP Secretariat presented a report on the state of play of implementation of the
ACP strategic plan of action for fisheries and aguaculture, on the basis of the meeting
document ACP/84/087/17. It should be recalled that the strategic plan of action was
adopted by the ACP Ministers in charge of fisheries in 2012 and in 2015, Ministers
reaffirmed the relevance of the action plan and extended the implementation period
to 2020. The overarching objective of the plan is to increase the contribution of
fisheries and aguaculfure to the social and economic development of ACP countries.
The strategic plan’s priority areas include: i) effective management for sustainable
fisheries; i) promoting optimal returns from fisheries trade; iii} supporting food security;
iv) developing aquacuiture; and v) maintaining the environment.

The meeting noted the considerable progress made by some ACP countries in
implementing the elements of the strategic plan of action, in particular with regard to
improvement of the fisheries governance frameworks. It was acknowledged, however,
that some ACP countries still face difficulties with regard to control of fishing activities
taking place in areas under their jurisdiction. In this context, the entry into force of the
FAOQ Port State Measures Agreement is welcome, as it will enhance fisheries
governance. It is however, expected that the full implementation of the agreement by
ACP Member States will create additional burden on national authorities and therefore
require additional capacity building support from partners.

It is also noted that market access barriers due to the high incidence of sanitary and
phytosanitary (SPS) measures, regulatory challenges and other technical barriers to
trade (TBT) continue to undermine efforts to expand economic opportunities from
fisheries and aquaculture exports trade. While most ACP countries are responding to
the challenges stemming from new trade regulations governing fisheries and
aquaculture products in major developed markets, considerable efforts and resources
must be deployed by ACP States to improve trade capacity and maintain and expand
access to the international markets.

Many ACP countries have included fisheries and aquaculture products in their food
and nutrition security strategies. In this respect, the prominent role of artisanal
fisheries is acknowledged in terms of supply but also in terms of support to the
livelihood of coastal communities including youth and women due to their pivotal role
in the post-capture value chain.




9. Following the exchange of views, the meeting made the following recommendations:

10.

11.

a)

b)

Reaffirm the importance of the ACP strategic plan of action for fisheries and
aquaculture in promoting the implementation of coherent actions for sustainable
development of fisheries and aquaculture. ACP States will remain fully
committed to implementing the ACP strategic plan of action, noting its relevance
and contribution to the achievements of the UN Sustainable Development Goals,
in particular SDG 14. In this regard, the meeting further stressed the need for
strengthened partnerships and access to funding to support or to implement the
strategic priorities of the action plan;

Sub-regional and regional cooperation should be encouraged and supported to
strengthen the fight against [UU fishing, develop aquaculture and address
technical barriers to trade as exemplified by recent experiences in ACP regions.
In this respect, existing regional fisheries bodies and economic integration
organisations which provide cooperation mechanisms, should be supported
through adequate political support and funding from their Member States and
international development partners; and

In view of the importance of the Strategic Plan, the monitoring of its
implementation should be improved at State and regional levels. The meeting
invited the ACP Secretariat to propose adequate monitoring mechanisms.

ACP Aquaculture development

The speakers (Motseki Hlatshwayo from SADC, Matilda Quist from Ghana and
Shalendra Singh from Fiji) provided regional and national perspectives of
aquaculture development highlighting in particular, the experiences and lessons
learnt.

The meeting noted encouraging initiatives by member states in aquaculture
development. However, small holder and large-scale aguaculture enterprises face
considerable production and marketing challenges to enhance productivity and
competitiveness.

a)

The meeting therefore agreed to recommend the strengthening of aquacuiture
production in ACP countries, by inter alia, providing an enabling policy
environment, strengthening aquaculture production systems, including improved
feed, seed and advisory delivery systems, and providing technical and financial
support to the private sector investments in aquaculture businesses. In this
context, particular attention should also be paid to the alignment of research and
development with the national and regional policy objectives and strategic
directives;




12.

13.

b) Approaches to aquaculture development should be adapted to the objectives
pursued, which can differ significantly according to States priorities (food
security, increasing income, secure jobs);

c) In view of the impacts of the frequent climate change-related weather events on
aquaculture enterprises, the meeting invited Member States in collaboration with
regional entities and international partners to explore the development of
sustainable disaster risk management solutions;

d) The meeting welcomed the Blue Growth [nitiatives that would provide an
opportunity to enhance aquaculture production in ACP countries and contribute
towards wealth creation, job creation, and food and nutritional security;

e) In view of the high cost of imported feeds for aquaculture, which may account for
up to 60% of aquaculture input costs, the meeting recommended the urgent need
to undertake research and development initiatives to develop cost effective feeds
made from affordable local ingredients;

f) The meeting emphasized the need for capacity building and technology transfer
in several relevant disciplines to support aquaculture development in ACP
countries; and

g) The meeting invited the ACP to develop a mechanism to assist States in sourcing
and transferring high quality brood stock to improve aguaculture seeds in ACP
States.

Fight against lllegal Unregulated and Unreported (IUU} fishing

Presentations during the session outlined practical policy interventions to fight [UU
fishing. The presentation by Stefaan Depypere, the EU DG-MARE Director for
International Ocean Governance and Sustainable Fisheries, highiighted practical
trade-based policy actions to fight IUU fishing, whereas the presentation by Per Erik
Bergh, from Fish-l-Africa, outlined the experiences and lessons learnt from the
Western Indian Ocean region, mainly based on regional information sharing. The
presentation by the ACP Secretariat was based on meeting document
ACP/84/088/17 and highlighted the current state of play and challenges to the fight
against IUU fishing in ACP countries.

The meeting emphasised the urgent need fo dramatically increase the fight against
[UU fishing, especially noting that target 14.4 of Goal 14 of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development specifically calls for ending IUU fishing by the year 2020.




14,

15.

16.

17.

International fisheries agreements provide an enabling framework to combat UU
fishing, especially with the entry into force of the FAO Port State Measures
Agreement. This agreement will further close the gap in 1UU fishing by denying IUU
vessels access to ports.

Regional cooperation is instrumental in strengthening monitoring, control and
surveillance capacities. Experiences from ACP regions provide varied results. Some
ACP States have successfully integrated some of the key monitoring, control and
surveillance (MCS) functions through existing regional fisheries bodies (VMS,
observer schemes, sea patrols).

Nonetheless, acquiring and maintaining surveillance assets to prevent [UU fishing,
including the means for monitoring their own fleet or for patroliing the maritime
spaces requires considerable investments, which most ACP States cannot afford.

The meeting also recommended the following:

a) Capacity building of national enforcement authorities should be given priority,
considering the growing complexity of 1UU fishing. Particular attention should
also be given to enhancing inter-agency cooperation among all relevant national
authorities connected to maritime surveillance, enforcement and prosecutions;

b) Due diligence obligations to fight against IUU fishing should also take into
account small-scale fishing vessels;

c) The meeting also called for expanded efforts to fight IUU fishing in iniand waters;

d) The meeting expressed concern about the unintentional consequences of some
international agreements, namely an increase in 1UU fishing, especially in the
Caribbean queen conch fishery;

e) As far as possible, regional cooperation mechanisms of the ACP States should
be strengthened and supported to pool their efforts and resources to fight lUU
fishing. This may involve the organisation of joint surveillance programmes,
regional observer schemes, and the training of inspectors; and

f) Traceability systems, which are useful to detect IUU origin of landings, should
be further developed, noting that they are a precondition for access to major
regional and international markets for fisheries products.




V.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Effective management of fisheries

Three presentations were made. Mr Mohamed Seisay of the African Union and Mr
Milton Haughton from the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism highlighted the
fisheries management experiences in Africa and the Caribbean regions respectively.
Mrs Maria Luisa Cassama Ferreira from the UEMOA presented the regional
programme for the development of fisheries and aquaculture, emphasising the need
for effective fisheries data collection and statistics. The ACP Secretariat meeting
document ACP/84/089/17 provides the state of play on the subject.

The meeting emphasised the urgency of enhancing measures to ensure effective
management of fisheries due to the worrisome cost of delayed action. It was noted
that one third of the assessed fisheries globally are overfished, with the World Bank
estimating the sum of foregone net benefits due to overfishing to be at least $84.6
billion per year, including $ 10.4 billion for Africa. It should be recalled that effective
fisheries management is one of the early targets that needs to be achieved by the
year 2020, in order to give full meaning to the implementation of Goal 14 of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The FAQ Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries provides valuable guidance for
ACP States to manage fisheries through a transparent, international, and legal policy
framework.

Following discussions and an exchange of views, the meeting recommended the
following:

a) Toenhance the timely availability of the scientific data needed by the dedicated
scientists to carry out their work, through strengthened regional cooperation in
the sharing of scientific research resources, such as research vessels or
scientific personnel,

b}y Enhance the development and implementation of long-term management
plans for key fisheries resources, with the aim of, inter alia, maintaining high
productivity of the stocks and for overexploited stocks, taking actions that lead
to recovery of the fish stocks in the shortest time possible. Enhanced
stakeholder involvement in decision making and implementation should be
encouraged to improve the relevance of management measures;

¢) For transboundary and/or straddling stocks, shared between several States,
management plans should be developed through cooperation between the
concerned States. Furthermore, measures contained in management plans
shouid be implemented as foreseen, and management plans implemented,
subject to regular interim evaluations to verify their relevance and
effectiveness;




22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

d) To intensify efforts to manage the fishing capacities of national fishing fleets in
keeping with the available fishing opportunities, based on the best available
scientific advice. Registration of small-scale vessels is a necessary first step
underpinning the implementation of fishing authorisation mechanisms;

e) Encourage and support initiatives to strengthen governance through
stakeholder participation, accountability and transparency to enhance the
quality and credibility of decision-making; and

fy  The meeting requested the ACP to assist Member States participation in tuna
Regional Fisheries Management Organisations.

Blue economy: optimising benefits from fisheries and aquaculture

Three presentations from Jacqueline Alder from FAO in Rome, Mr Mike Batty from
the Forum Fisheries Agency of the Pacific region, and H.E Haymandoyal Dillum the
Ambassador of Mauritius to the Kingdom of Belgium and the EU outlined the
perspectives of the blue economy concept and actions to optimise benefits from
fisheries, aquaculture, and other sustainable ocean-based economic activities.

While there seems to be a multiplicity of terminology, the “blue economy” concept
seeks to promote development, while at the same time ensuring the environmental
sustainability of the oceans and coastal areas. From a fisheries and aquaculture
standpoint, the biue economy concept seeks to optimise economic benefits from the
sustainable use of fisheries resources, while at the same time minimising ecosystem
impacts.

The blue economy concept has strong links to advancing the achievement of target
14.7 of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which focuses on
enhancing the economic benefits from sustainable use of marine resources for
coastal Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States
(SIDS).

The meeting agreed to recommend for ACP states to take actions to include the blue
economy in national and regional development plans, noting the availability of FAO
to support actions through the Blue Growth Initiative.

The meeting underscored the urgent need for capacity building and exchanges of
experiences among ACP States and for international development partners to
contribute to the transformation of the ocean economy of ACP States.




27.

28.

29.

30.

Vi

31.

32.

33.

34.

The meeting also noted that considerable experience and capacity has been gained
by some ACP States in relation to the development of the ocean economy and
therefore agreed to recommend to the enhancement of technical cooperation, to
share experiences and lessons learnt.

The meeting considered the proposed ACP Blue Growth Initiative, which proposes
to catalyse the development of the blue economy for the benefit of ACP Member
States.

The meeting welcomed the FAO Blue Growth Initiative, which aims at creating an
enabling environment for people involved in fisheries and aquaculture to transition to
a Blue Growth economy; contribute to improved governance and management of
aguatic ecosystems; and empower concerned communities along the fish value
chain.

To further accelerate the growth of the blue economy, the meeting agreed tfo
recommend enhanced collective and collaborative actions by all stakeholders
concerned, including Government entities, private sector, civil society and local
communities. This cooperation should be facilitated and encouraged through the
creation of dedicated multi-stakeholder platforms.

Small-scale fisheries: securing access to resources and markets

The meeting considered information document ACP/84/091/17, and the presentation
by the Secretary General of the African Confederation of Artisanal Fishing
Organisations (CAOPA), Mr Dawda Foday Saine, which outline the African
perspectives for small scale fisheries.

The meeting stressed the importance of small-scale fisheries in many ACP regions in
ensuring food and nutritional security, national economies, employment and
livelihoods, a practice that is firmly rooted in local communities, traditions, and values.

Also, the meeting recalled the growing recognition of the contribution of small scale
fisheries to national economies in particular recalling the outcome document of
Rio+20 and target 14 b of goal 14 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
which aims to secure access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and
markets.

Accordingly, FAO adopted in 2014 the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Small Scale
Fisheries. These guidelines aim to provide States with advice and recommendations
for sustainable management of the small-scale fisheries.
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Considering that these international efforts present an opportunity for all
stakeholders, the meeting therefore agreed to undertake policy reforms at national
levels to establish an enabling environment for sustainable small-scale fisheries.

it was also recommended that to secure access for small-scale fisheries to fisheries
resources, a range of policy interventions should be considered, including the
exclusion of industrial vessels from inshore zones, implementation of co-
management initiatives, and the implementation of coastal zone management plans
to prevent habitat destruction of inshore fishing areas.

Access to markets for small-scale fisheries products is constrained by, amongst
others, food safety standards imposed by market states, which are often burdensome
to smali-scale fisheries and presents particular market access challenges. In this
regard, the meeting recommended actions for infrastructure development and the
necessary capacity building actions to enhance compliance of small scale fishery
products with food safety standards of international markets.

The meeting also emphasised that there is no harmonised definition of the term
“small-scale fisheries” and that the usage of the term is relative and may differ from
one country to the other, depending on local circumstances.

The way ahead for fisheries subsidies reforms

The meeting considered the information note outlining the current state of play of
the ongoing negotiations on fisheries subsidies rules at the WTO.

The meeting recommended that support be given to the efforts of the ACP Group in
its constructive engagement in the discussions to advance and secure ACP interests
and concerns in any outcome on fisheries subsidies rules at the WTO. In this regard,
the meeting stressed that any acceptable outcome must preserve the policy space
and flexibility for ACP States to develop their fledgling and growing fishing sectors,
and expressed concerns for their small scale, artisanal and subsistence fisher folk.

The meeting agreed to maintain the ACP position that there must be a negotiated
outcome on fisheries subsidies ruies at MC11.
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Deputy Head of Mission

Embassy of the Republic of Uganda
Avenue de Tervuren

B-1150 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 762 58 25

Tel : +32 489 24 30 50

Email: katungwef@gmail.com

48) VANUATU

Mr Noah Patrick KOUBACK

Counselor

Embassy of the Republic of Vanuatu

380 Chemin de Ronde, Avenue de Tervuren
B-1150 Brussels, Belgium

Tel/Fax: 0032 27717494

Email: knoahpatrick08@gmail,com

Email ; vanuatucmbassybrusselsi@gmail.com

49) ZAMBIA

Mr Musenge MUKUMA

First Secretary

Embassy of Zambia

469, Ave. Moliere

B-1050 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 343 51 69

Tel: +32 487 16 3 137 (mobile)
Email: musengemukuma@gmail.com

Email: gov(@zebru.org

50) ZIMBABWE

Mr Godfrey BUZUZI

Ministry of Environment, Water and Climate
P. O. Box 7753

Causeway, Zimbabwe

Mobile: +263 4 701 681 3

Email: buzuzigodfrey? ] @gmail.com

M Tichaona Blessings MATOKWE
Senior Ecologist

Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management
Authority

Lake Kariba Fisheries Rescarch Institute
P.O. Box 75

Kariba, Zimbabwe

Mobile: +263772554734

Email: tichbless@gmail.com

Mrs Roseline Lilian MANDISODZA
Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management
Authority

Iake Kariba Fisheries Research Institute
P.O.Box 75

Kariba, Zimbabwe

Tel : +263 77 24 33 907

Email : mandisodzar@gmail.com

Mr Anesu Arthur NYAMUKAPA
Commercial Counsellor

Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe
1 I, Square Josephine Charlotte
B-1200 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 762 58 08

Email: aanvamukapa@gmail.com
Email: tradinfo(skynet.be




PARTICIPANTS FROM INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

1) EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Mr Stefaan DEPYPERE

Director for International Ocean
Governance and Sustainable

Fisheries (B)

European Comimission
Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries

J-99 03/16

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2295 43 62

Email: Stefaan.Depypere(@ec.europa.cu

2) THE WORLD BANK GROUP
Ms. Valerie HICKEY

Practice Manager, Environment

The World Bank Group

Washington DC, USA

3) FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS (FAQ)

Dr. Lystra FLETCHER-PAUL

FAOQ Deputy Sub-Regional Coordinator
for the Caribbean Region

Representative Barbados and OECS
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO)

Ms Jacqueline ALDER

Blue Initiative

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
UN Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAQ)

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy

Tel : +39 065 7 051

4) THE AFRICAN
DEVELOPMENT BANK AFDB

Mr Ken B. JOHM

Ag. Manager of the Agriculture Research,
Production and Sustainability Division
Immeuble du Centre de Commerce
International d’Abidjan (CCIA)
Avenue Jean-Paul 11

01 B.P. 1387

Abidjan 01, Céte d’Ivoire

Tel: +225 20 26 20 42

Email: K johm@afdb.org

5) INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
ORGANISATION (ILO)

Ms Claudia COENJAERTS

Director of the ILO Decent Work Team

Geneva, Switzerland

6) INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
(IFAD)

Mr. Adolfo BRIZZ1

Director of the Policy and Technical
Advisory Division

International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)

Rome, Italy

7 CARIBBEAN REGIONAL
FISHERIES MECHANISM (CRFM)
Mr. Milton HAUGHTON

Executive Director

CRFM Secretariat

Princess Margaret Drive

P.O. Box 642

Belize City, Belize

Tel: 501-223-4443

Email: milton.haughton@ecrfim.int
Email: milton.haughton@crfm.net
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8) ORGANISATION OF
EASTERN CARIBBEAN STATE
(OECS)

Mr David ROBIN

Programme Coordinator

Ocean Governance of Fisheries
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean State
(OECS)

Morne, Fortuné

P.O. Box 179

Castries, Saint Lucia

Tel: +758 455 6344/6327 (0)

Tel : +758 285 54 59

Email: drobin{@oecs.org

)] UNION ECONOMIQUE ET
MONETAIRE OUEST AFRICAINE
(UEMOA)

Mme Maria Luisa Cassama FERREIRA
Directeur des Ressources Animales et
Halieutiques et Directeur de Cabine p.i. du
Département de la Sécurité Alimentaire,
de I’ Agriculture, des Mines et de
I’Environnement (DSAME) Commission
de P'UEMOA

380,Av. Prof.XI Zerbo 01 BP 543
Quagadougou, Burkina FFaso

Tel : 42262532 88 10

Tel : +226 2531 85 84

Email : mlferreira(@uenoa.int

Mr Abdou SEYNI

Représentant resident Représentation de fa
Commission de 'UEMOA

79, Boulevard Brand Whitlock

B-1200 Bruxelles, Belgique

Tel: +32 2763 07 87

Email: uemoa-bxl{@skynet.be

10) COMESA

Dr. Yoseph Shiferaw MAMO

Senior Fisheries and Livestock Officer
COMESA Secretariat

Ben Bella Road, P.O. Box 30051,
Lusaka, Zambia

Tel: 4260979051919

Email: ymamo@comesa.int

Email: vosephshiferaw{@yahoo.com

11} PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM
FISHERIES AGENCY (FFA)

Mr Mike BATTY

Director Fisheries Development,

Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency
(FFA)

Honiara, Solomon Islands

Tel: +677 21124 Ext 285

Email: mike. batty(@ffa.int

12) SADC

Dr. Motseki HLATSHWAYO

Technical Advisor- Fisheries, Food
Agriculture and Natural Resources, SADC
Secretariat

P/Bag 0095

Gaborone, Botswana

Tel: +2673951863, Ext. 1264

Email: mhlatshwayo{@sadc.int

13) AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION
Mr Mohamed B.D. SEISAY

Senior Fisheries Officer

African Union

Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources
(AU-IBAR)

Kenindia Business Park

Museum Hill, Westlands Road

P.O. Box 30786

00100 Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: -+254 (20) 3674 000 / 201

Email: Mohamed.seisay(@au-ibar.org

14) COREP

Mr Emile ESSEMA

Secrétaire Exécutif de la Commission
Régionale

des Péches du Golfe de Guinée (COREP)
BP : 161

Libreville, Gabon

Tél ; +241 07 06 23 64

Email : essemile@yahoo.fr
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15y CEDEAO

Monsieur Tchambakou AYASSOR
Commissaire en charge de I’ Agriculture,
de I’Environnement et des Ressources en
Eau

Abuja, Nigeria

Email: tayassor@ecowas.int

Email:

tchambakou.ayassor1 952(@gmail.com

OTHERS

1) FISH-I- AFRICA

Mr Per Erik BERGH

Stop Illegal Fishing

P.O. Box AD 45, ADD, Postnet Kgale
Gaborone, Botswana

Tel: +267 3926298

Tel:+267 71559767

Email: pet@stopillegalfishing.com
Email : pebergh(@nfds.info

2) FISHERIES TRANSPARENCY
INITIATIVE (FITI)

Mr Sven BIERMANN

Director, Fisheries Transparency Initiative

(FiTT)

Berlin, Germany

Email: shiermann(@governance-

platform.org

3) PELAGIC DATA SYSTEMS

Dr. Melissa GARREN

Adjunct Research Professor at the
California State Untversity Monterey Bay
and Chief Scientific Officer

of Pelagic Data Systems

California, USA

Email: mehssa@pelagicdata.com

4) KELLEY DRYE

Mr David FRULLA
Washington DC, USA

Email: dfrulla@@kelleydrye.com

Ms Anne HAWKINS
Washington DC, USA
Email: ahawkinsi@kelleydrye.com

1)

2)

3)

4)

S)

6)

7)

Dr. Frédéric DOPAGNE

Associate Professor at the University
of Louvain (UCL)

Belgium

Email: f[dopagne@kelleydrye.com

ACP SECRETARIAT

FHLE. Dr Patrick I. GOMES
Secretary General
Tel: +32 2743 06 01

Email: sg{@acp.int

Mr Viwanou GNASSOUNOU
Assistant Secretary General
Department of Sustainable Economic
Development and Trade

Tel: +32 2743 06 36

Email: vgnassounou(@acp.int

Ms Angela MITCHELL
Head of Conference Services
Tel: +32 2743 06 51

Email: angela@acp.int

Mr Peter WEKESA

Expert Fisheries

Department of Sustainable Economic
Development and Trade

Tel: +32 2743 06 34

Email: wekesa@acp.int

Mr Dieudonné NOUNOMO
Reviser, French Section
Tel: +32 2743 06 48

Email: nounomo(@acp.int

Ms Karen M. HENRY
Reviser, English Section
Tel: +32 2743 06 73
Email: khenry{@acp.int

Mr Justin FORTUNE
Interpreter

Tel: +32 2743 06 72
Email: fortune(@acp.int
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8) Mrs Eugénie NJANDA
Interpreter
Tel: +32 274306 75
Email: njanda@acp.int

9) Mr Amath FAYE
Interpreter
Tel: +32 2743 06 77
Email: faye@acp.int
Mr Harold GEORGES
Interpreter
Tel: +32 2743 06 77
Email: fortune(@acp.int

10} Mrs Josephine LATU-SANFT
Press Attaché
Tel: +32 2743 06 17

Email: latu@acp.ini

11) Mr Jacob YOUSSOUF
Assistant Accountant
Tel: +32 2743 06 27
Email: youssoufi@acp.int

12) Ms Josephine BYALUGABA
Personal Assistant to the Assistant
Secretary General
Department of Sustainable Economic
Development and Trade
Tel: +32 2743 06 35
Email: josephine@acp.int

13) Mr Lucien LUNDULA
Conference Assistant
Tel: +32 2743 06 82
Email: lucien(@acp.int

ACP CONSULTANTS

1) Benoit CAILLART
Cardno Emerging Markets (UK)Ltd.
Oxford House, Oxford road, Thame,
Oxon, 0X9 2AH, UK
b.caillart@fs-marine. fr

2) Gaelle KERVELLA
Cardno Emerging Markets (UK)Lid
Oxford House, Oxford road, Thame,
Oxon, OX9 2AH, UK
gkervella@gmail.com
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