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THE ISLANDS OF THE BAHAMAS 
"IT JUST KEEPS GEITING BEITER " The Sir Victor Sassoon Heart Fou ndation 



The Sir Victor Sassoon (Bahamas)
 
Heart Foundation Fiftieth Anniversary
 

In 2011 the Sir Victo r Sassoon (Bah ama s) Heart Foundation will mark its 
50'" Anniversary. Over the past 50 years th e Sassoo n Heart Foun dat ion 
has helped th ousands of chil d ren in the Bahamas who have he art d isease. 
It has provided clinics to identi fy heart problems in children and when 
needed, the Foundation has paid for the heart surgeries tha t have meant a 
full and reward ing life to so many. 

Wh en Sir Victor Sassoon Bart GBE died from heart comp lications in 1961, 
his wid ow Lady Sassoon requested that in lieu of flowers, donations be 
made to th e local heart asso ciat ion in his memory. When Princess Margaret 
Hospital ph oned to tell he r there was no heart cha rity in the Bah amas, Lady 
Sassoo n took it up on he rself to create o ne. The Sassoon Heart Found ation, 
in addition to payin g for life saving su rgeries fo r child ren has also 
pur chased d iagn ostic machin es an d items to prom ot e h eart care for th e 
Hospital. The Sassoon Heart Foundation is an all volunteer organi zation . 
Of every doll ar raised by the Founda tion for th e young patients, over 97% 
goes dire ctly to pay for the life saving surgeries. 

15c- Th e Annual Heart Ball 
The Sasso on Heart Foundation raises fund s to carry out the needed 
surgeries for their patients . The biggest fundraiser and by far th e mo st 

popular, is th e Annual Heart Ball. Th e 
Ball is held every February and has 
been the premi er ch arity ball in the 
Bah ama s for 47 years. Lady Sassoo n 
sta rted the Heart Ball after actress 
Joan Crawford suggested to h er that it 
could be a wonderful social occasion 
to help the cha rity. The festivities 
include fine d in ing and da nce mu sic 

from several local o rches tras. The Ball also featu res the present ation o f the 
Lady Sassoon Golden Heart Award. Thi s is present ed to someone who has 
gone beyond the call of du ty to better the lives of the ir fellow man . The 
Heart Foun dat ion also has an annual tea party an d various other activities 

with their educat ional arm, The Bahamas Heart Association. The Heart 
Fo unda tion today relies entirely on the generosity of the public to carry on 
its work. No pat ient has ever been turn ed away for lack of funds. 

SOc Aiding children with heart dis ease 
The heart has probably had as mu ch advancement on diagnosis and 
care over the past 50 years as any part of the human body. Still, nothing 

affects humans m ore th an seeing 
a child suffering. The Sassoon 
Heart Foundati on has spo nso red 
the ope rations of ch ildren on ly 
days old to th ose in the ir teens . 
Most h ave been able to go on and 
lead fully reward ing and healthy 
lives. Paedia tricians are now able to 
identi fy problem s in child ren mu ch 

earlier. The sooner needed surge ry is provided , the better cha nce the child 
will lead a full healthy life. The Bahamas is now blessed with having many 
hi gh ly qualified cardiologists, leading to the best poss ible care for heart 
patient s of all ages. 

6Sc Heart Clinics and Ca re 
Diagnosis of heart d isease has come a lon g way in the past few decad es. 
Once thought of as a tabo o to even con sider operating on the heart, now the 
heart has proven to be very adaptable 
to corrective surg ery. Modern 
med icine has created many new 
diagnost ic tools to aid in the early 
d iscovery of heart disease. Micro­
surgery has also ena bled physicians 
to work on children successfu lly. But 
none of th is can hap pen with out th e 
supp ort of the publ ic to make certain 
th at the funds are available when a patient needs surgery to restore their 
health . Th e Sassoo n Heart Founda tion has shown to the pu blic th at it is a 
high ly respected cha rity and th at donation s to th e Heart Founda tion are of 
profou nd benefit to its young patients. 

70c Sir Victor Sassoon Bart GBE 1881-1961 
SirVictor Sassoon was born to a fam ily of merchants and ba nkerswh o lived 
in Indi a and England. In th e 1920 's Victor Sassoon moved to Shangha i, 
China where he established most of his own business enterp rises. 
War brok e out in the late 1930's and he was forced to flee, travelling 

throughou t the world. After the 
war, Sir Victor re-established his 
business empi re in the Bahamas, 
England and South Ame rica. He 
also ded icated himself to his 
passion fo r horse racing . He was 
very successful at this endeavour 
and his horses won the English 
Derby four tim es in onl y eight 

years. A lifelon g bachelor, he marrie d in April 1959 at hi s home in 
Nassau to h is nurse, the form er Evelyn Barn es, who took the title Lady 
Sassoo n. Upon his death of heart disease in 1961, Lady Sassoon created 
the Sir Victo r Sassoon (Baha ma s) Heart Foundation in hi s honou r. Her 
zest for m aking the Heart Foundation a success ensured that it wou ld 
go forward . It is now one of th e most respect ed cha rities in all of the 
Caribbean and countless chi ldren in the Baha m as owe their lives to the 
Sassoon Heart Foundation . 
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